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Baton 


By J. Wesley Ingles 


HERE has been an endless tuning of 
the strings, 
Of pipes and horns and all the curious things 
That music make. The clear and single note 
Was struck long years ago in Galilee 
And ever since it.can be heard to float 
Above the din that mocks at harmony; 
Oboes and harps and violins and flutes 
Trying their little fragments one by one 
But finding, instead of song, that each con- 
futes 
The other, and their various sounds are run 
Like drops of rain together carelessly. 


How long, I often wonder this, how long 
Until the raised baton shall tap an end 
To jarring fifths? Until the pierced Hand 
Shall move all instruments of life to blend 
In one triumphant and melodious song 
Echoing round the earth on sea and land? 


us 
When the Silver Cord Is Broken 


Death is an enemy. It comes into 
our midst, slowly or suddenly, and 
leaves empty, aching hearts. Christ has 
removed much of its sting for the Chris- 
tian, but not yet all of it, for even the 
bodies of His loved ones fail and return 





to the dust, where they await that glori- 
ous shout of our coming Lord (1 Thess. 
4:16). “The last enemy that shall be de- 
stroyed is death” (1 Cor. 15:26). We 
should be inhuman if we did not grieve 
when our loved ones are taken from us, 
but we “sorrow not, even as others 
which have no hope” (1 Thess, 4:13). 
There is comfort for others in a like 
situation in a recent letter from a young 
minister who has lost his lovely young 
bride of one year. He writes: “Though 
’s death feels to me like a tragedy, 
God’s faithfulness eliminates any such 
possibility. Let me pass on to you some 
verses that have supported me in this 
sorrow. One of them is not a mere 
statement of fact, not even an expres- 
sion of assurance. It is a command: 
‘Be filled with the Spirit ... giving 
thanks always for all things unto God’ 
(Eph. 5:18, 20). Shall I wait until I 
understand before I give thanks? No, 





there is no choice; it is a command. I 
am to reckon that somehow the blood 
and power and plan of Christ are such 
that I have a right to be, though ‘sor- 
rowful, yet alway rejoicing’ (2 Cor. 6: 
10). After all, God made us primarily 
to worship Him, and if He wanted to call 
her to perfect fellowship, shall I object? 
Rather, [I must rejoice] that she was soon 
promoted to the fullest experience of the 
highest function of a creature, The 
King has called her back to the land 
of her citizenship (Phil. 3:20, R. V.) to 
be near Him. I am left as an ambassa- 
dor (2 Cor. 5:20).” Perhaps others who 
have lost wife or husband may be helped 
through this brave testimony to take 
heart and be more faithful ambassadors 
for Christ here below, and to look up, 
hoping and believing that the day is 
not far distant when His coming will 
reunite them, “and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord.” 


* 


A Twelfth-Century Hymn Writer 


“MI : BELOVED is... the chiefest 
among ten thousand ... yea, 
he is altogether lovely” (Song 
of Sol. 5:10, 16). Christian mysticism 
has delighted in taking this tribute of 
the Shulamite to her beloved to tell 
forth the delight of the redeemed in 
the Redeemer; the infatuation of the 
soul with the Lord Jesus Christ. And 
only a Christian mystic, to whom the 
Lord Jesus was “altogether lovely,” 
could have written, “Jesus, the Very 
Thought of Thee. * For it is the peer- 
less loveliness of Christ, His inestimable 
preciousness to His own that is the 
theme of this ancient hymn. To know 
nothing more of its author than what 
the hymn itself reveals would be to 
know him for a Christ-absorbed soul. 
It therefore comes as something of a 
surprise to learn that Bernard of Clair- 
vaux, to whom the hymn is generally 
attributed, was a great statesman-abbot 
of the twelfth century. He was one of 
the most prominent figures of his time, 
a leader in the ecclesiastical and politi- 
cal strife of his day. But for all his 


activity in contemporary affairs, he was 
no mere worldly churchman. His real 
life was hid with Christ in God, and 
behind all there lay the deepest devo- 
tion to his ever adored Lord and Sav- 
iour. 

In this medizwval monk we may see 
the freedom of the Christ-captivated. 
Dazzling worldly prospects were his as 
a youth. Highborn, well-bred, educated, 
handsome, and possessed of great per- 
sonal attractiveness, he might have 
sought the world gifts. But to counter- 
act the lure of the world, God gave 
Bernard a noble Christian mother. Born 
in 1091, in Les Fontaines, he had, in her, 
the Lady Aletta, a mother of faith, good 
works, and prayer. It was her longing 
desire that this son of hers should be- 
come a man of God, and for this she 
continually prayed. Bernard was only 
fourteen when his mother died, but her 
prayers. for him were abundantly an- 
swered in later years. 

For a while, in his youth, the lure 
of the world did fascinate him. But at 
the age of twenty-two, traveling one 
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day to join his brother in the siege of 
a castle, he turned aside into a church, 
and there, under the influence of mem- 
ories of his mother, he was converted. 
In one of his hymns he has written of 
the change that conversion brings. 
When Thou dost in the heart appear, 
Truth shines with glorious light and clear, 
The world’s joys seem the dross they are, 
And love burns bright within. 
Seeing the world’s joys as dross, Ber- 
nard was freed from the lure. of the 
world. Captivated by Christ, his heart 
had room for no alien affections. What 
things were gain to him, those he now 
counted loss for Christ. And so, after 
the unquestioned custom of those pre- 
Reformation days, Bernard gave himself 
to the life of a monk, and with the ut- 
most devotion and sacrifice: As the cap- 
tive of Christ, he was free from the 
chains of the old life. 
And that is the only way ‘for anyone 
to be “free indeed.” “Must I give up 
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this and that?” our faltering hearts in- 
quire when the call to follow Christ 
sounds clear. And some who profess to 
follow Him, but who do so “afar off,” 
carry the question over into their Chris- 
tian profession. But if we remain re- 
luctant to part with the worldling’s 
treasures and pleasures, we show our- 
selves to be still in bondage. “If the 
Son therefore shall make you free, ye 
shall be free indeed” (John 8:36). 


What can strip the seeming beauty 
From the idols of the earth? 
Not a sense of right or duty, 
But a sight of peerless worth. 
"Tis the. look that melted Peter, 
"Tis the face that Stephen saw, 
"Tis the heart that wept with Mary 
Can alone from idols draw, — 
Draw, and win, and fill completely, 
Till the cup o’erflows its brim.° 
What have we to do with idols, 
Since we’ve companied with HIM? 
—J. Stuart Holden. 


The problem of renouncing worldly 
(Continued on page 763) 
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The Importance of 
Christian Choirs 


Why do churches who insist on funda- 
mental Bible preaching turn over the 
music program to unsaved directors and 
choirs, who sing not to the glory of God 
or souls’ salvation as their prayer and 
aim, but a show of their musical ability? 
I doubt not that, if the church will get 
back to real praise and spiritual singing, 
“a revival would follow. But how can we 
expect sinners to be impressed when they 
hear the same singer at questionable en- 
tertainments? And at church? Has the 
Christian Church lost its heart song? We 
admit a lack and defeat when we call in 
the world to furnish our music. Do the 
Republicans call in the Democrats to fur- 
nish their music, or the Democrats the 
Republicans? We should be as wise as 
they are—A Minnesota reader. 


Are there many churches “who insist 
on fundamental Bible preaching,” who 
take care to choose a pastor who believes 
the Bible to be the verbally inspired 
and infallible Word of God, who seek 
to choose consecrated Christian men as 
their leaders, and who at the same time 
“turn over the music program to un- 
saved directors and choirs”?- It would 
seem that in most cases if-a church 
stands firmly for the Fundamentals of 
the faith, not only in its preaching, but 


in_all its activities, it will at the same © 


time select men and women for the 
choir whose lives are consistent with 
their singing and with the principles of 
the church. However, the Minnesota 
reader has pointed out a great weakness 
in our modern church life. 

The following are two important pas- 
sages, beside others, in the Epistles 
which refer to singing: “And be not 
drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but 


be filled with the Spirit; speaking to 
yourselves in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making mel- 
ody in your heart to the Lord” (Eph. 
5:18, 19); “Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly in all wisdom; teaching 
and admonishing one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 
And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, 
do all-in the name of the Lord Jesus, 


' giving thanks to God and the Father by 


him” -(Col, 3:16, 17). The reference to 
singing in Ephesians follows immedi- 
ately on the command to “be filled with 
the Spirit.” Those who are singing 
should edify one another, and all who 
are listening, and the singing should 
come from the deep feeling and personal 
experience of the heart. If the singing 
of hymns and Gospel songs is not done 
with love for the Lord and for the souls 
of men, it is “as sounding brass, or a 
tinkling cymbal” (1 Cor..13:1). The 
Colossians passage teaches that the Word 
of Christ must first dwell in the heart 
before one can admonish--others and 
sing with grace in the heart to the Lord; 
and ‘that it is to be done “in the name 
of the Lord Jesus.”* An unsaved person 
cannot truly sing in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and if God’s Word has no 
real place in -his heart he canriot touch 
the hearts of other men. 

If the primary object of one’s singing 
is to earn money, or to display musical 
skill, it is not done to the glory of God. 
“No man can serve two masters... ye 
cannot serve God and mammon” (Matt. 
6:24). 


Other New Testament passages on 


~ meetings. 
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singing are Romans 15:8, 9; 1 Cor. 14: 
15; James 5:13. All these and the pas- 
sages quoted above show plainly that the 
ministry of music is a valuable part of 
Christian service, and that those who 
take part in it should know the Lord 
themselves and have an earnest desire 
to glorify Him in all they do. 








Saved from Death 
to Preach Christ 




















N ELEVEN-YEAR-OLD boy sat in 
the balcony at one of D. L. Moody’s 
When the invitation was 
given he raised his hand, and later 
Mr. Moody prayed with the lad, ask- 
ing that God might use him in His 
service. The lad went home _joy- 


’ fully, only to be whipped by his 


father for attending the meeting. From 
then on he stayed away from church, 
became a fighting newsboy, left school 
in the seventh grade, got a job as a 
Western Union messenger, enlisted in 
the Spanish American War at the age 
of eighteen, and became one of the lead- 
ing amateur boxers. 


After the war in 1898 David C. Butcher 
learned the trade of bricklayer, which 
experience led him later to become a 
mason contractor. He frequently had 
contracts exceeding: one million dollars. 
He had seven or eight narrow escapes 
from death. He was nearly drowned 
while ice skating; once a pay-roll holdup 
gang shot at him but missed him; three 
times armed gangsters tried to ambush 
him. 

One night a Gideon Bible in the hotel 
room reminded him of his Christian 
mother, who had pleaded with him to 
accept Christ. This, and a chorus which 
was later played on the piano by his 
daughter when he returned home, led 
to his conversion, and for the last eight 
years he has been preaching the Gospel. 

The thrilling life story of David C. 
Butcher will be told in next week’s issue 
of the Times by A. G. Fegert. Mr. Fe- 
gert knew Dr. Charles Trumbull, and 
an article by him appeared in two in- 
stallments in THe SunDAay ScHoo.t Times 
(Oct. 30; Nov. 6, 1937). It was entitled 
“The Light of Prophecy at a Zionist 
Meeting.” Mr. Fegert’s father-in-law, 
the late Rev. John L. Hendry, who spent 
thirty years as a missionary in China, 
once told him that what preachers, mis- 
sionaries, and other ‘witnesses for Christ 
needed was more published material 
of experiences of men and women whom 
the Holy Spirit had used in His service. 
For eighteen years Mr. Fegert has edited 
and written for trade publications, and 
has handled advertising accounts. Mr. 
Fegert’s story of Mr. Butcher, to be 
published next week, is one result of his 
father-in-law’s advice. 
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Physical Suffering and the Hymnbook 


How the writers of our great hymns turned their 
trials into means of blessing 


By van H.-Hagedom, S.T.D. 














Te bleeding heart, like the dying 
swan, sings the noblest songs. The 
poet, Shelley, once declared, “They 
learn in suffering what they sing in 
song.” Our hymnbook bears witness to 
the fact that often the hand “strikes the 
strings with fingers that ache in pain.” 
Were we to omit the hymns written by 
those whose bodies knew the ravages 
of sickness, disease, and affliction, our 
world would be deprived of its most 
treasured songs. 
I 

Philip Doddridge (1702-1751) was his 
parents’ twentieth child. Upon birth, 
he was esteemed so feeble that he was 
pushed aside as dead. However, from 
such a precarious beginning, he lived 
long enough to become one of the great- 
est figures in hymnody. His family crest 
bore the motto, “Dum vivimus, vivamus” 
(“While we live, let us live”). It was 
a fine motto for Doddridge, and despite 
his weak frame, he braced himself to 
give a good account of himself. Every 
morning, upon arising, he quoted the 
words of his hymn, “Awake, My Soul, 
to Meet the Day.” At last, however, he 
was obliged to succumb. In years that 
normally are the ripest and best, con- 
sumption set in. His many friends rallied 
around him and supplied the money 
to send him to a warmer climate, but 
death came shortly after he reached 
Lisbon. He died October 26, 1751, and 
his body lies in the English cemetery of 
that Portuguese city, very near to that 
of the great novelist, Henry Fielding. 

Doddridge wrote his hymns as fitting 
closes for his sermons, but today his 
sermons are forgotten and his hymns 
are remembered. Possibly, these would 
have been lost to us, were it not for his 
good friend, Job Orton, who put them 
into permanent form. What a loss would 
be sustained, were we deprived of such 
hymns as: 

“O Happy Day, That Fixed My Choice” 
“O God of Bethel, by Whose Hand” 
“Great God, We Sing That Mighty Hand” 
“Awake, My Soul, Stretch Every Nerve” 
“Hark, the Glad Sound ! the Saviour Comes” 
“Grace! "Tis a Charming Sound” 
“Ye Servants of the Lord’”’ 

II 

Anne Steele (1716-1778) was invalided 
by an injury received in her childhood. 
Practically her whole adult life as a 
consequence was spent in pain, in the 
narrow confines of her sickroom. She 
was, however, gifted with literary fer- 
tility and facility, and one hundred and 
forty-four hymns, and thirty-four ver- 


As certain flowers and shrubs give 
forth a sweeter smell when they are 
crushed, so the Christian men and 
women who wrote many of our best 
loved hymns provided balm for 
others even out of their own weak- 
ness and pain. To them could be 
applied in a special way these words 
of Paul: “Blessed be God, even the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of mercies, and the God of 
all comfort; who comforteth us in 
all our tribulation, that we may be 
able to comfort them which are in 
any trouble, by the comfort where- 
with we ourselves are comforted of 
God” (2 Cor. 1:3, 4). In this article 
Dr. Hagedorn gives interesting 
glimpses of the lives of fourteen 
writers. 








sions of the Psalms were her gift to 
posterity. 

In her young womanhood, Anne Steele 
was engaged to a man of fine promise 
and ability. Just the day before the 
date set for the wedding she was stun- 
ned to hear of her fiancé’s death through 
drowning. To this great disappointment 
was added the heavy sorrow of the death 
of her beloved father. Thus, it can be 
seen that Miss Steele suffered not only 
in body, but also in mind. She died in 
1778, and among her last words was the 
triumphant, “I know that my redeemer 
liveth.” 

Among her many hymns, the one that 
appears particularly to reflect the atmos- 
phere of the sickroom is: 

Father, whate’er of earthly bliss 
Thy sovereign will denies, 


Accepted at Tny throne of grace, 
Let this petition rise: 


Give me a calm, and thankful heart, 
From every murmur free; 
The blessings of Thy grace impart, 
And make me live to Thee. 
Iit 

Augustus Montague Toplady (1740- 
1778), while still a student at college, 
developed tuberculosis. It would appear 
that his mind was too active for his 
body, the engine too powerful for the 
ship. His flaming spirit was set in the 
frail candlestick of a diseased body. It 
was his high calling to preach the un- 
searchable riches of Christ. This he did 
with great nervous excitement, his 
words burning into the hearts of his 
hearers. He preached until he could 
no longer mount the pulpit steps. It 
is very possible that the disease from 
which he suffered was at its height when 


he wrote his immortal hymn, “Rock of 
Ages, Cleft for Me,” for it was pub- 
lished in 1775, three years before the 
author’s death. 
IV 

Thomas Hastings (1784-1872) did a 
great work in church music, despite a 
distressing eye trouble, composing no 
fewer than one thousand hymn tunes, 
the most famous of which is “Toplady,” 
the tune of “Rock of Ages,” and “Orton- 
ville,” the tune of “Majestic Sweetness 
Sits Enthroned.” Six hundred hymns 
also. came from his pen, among which 
are to be listed: 

“Child of Sin and Sorrow” 
“Delay Not, Delay Not, O Sinner Draw Near” 
Gently, Lord, O Gently Lead Us” 
“How Calm and Beautiful the Morn” 
“Hail to the Brightness of Zion’s 
Glad Morning” 

His son, President Hastings, of Union, 
said of him: “He was a devout and 
earnest Christian, a hard student, and a 
resolute worker, not laying aside his 
pen until three days before his death.” 

Vv 
Elizabeth Payson Prentiss (1818- 
1878) was a life-long invalid. Even 
as a child, she never knew what it was 
to. feel well. Chronic insomnia led to 
most intense suffering, in both body and 
mind. However, in spite of all this, she 
did a great work. She-once said: “My 
experience has cost me a great price, 
and I wish to use it for the strengthen- 
ing and comforting of other souls.” Her 
volume, “Stepping Heavenward,” was 
the outcome of this love for Christ, and 
was the keynote of her life. In her 
thoughts, in her conversation, in her cor- 
respondence, in her writing, He was at 
the center. “To love Christ more is 
the deeper need, the constant cry of my 
soul. Whether I be out in the woods, in 
bed, out driving, wherever I am, a con- 
tinual whisper goes up from my heart, 
‘Love, more love, more love.’” It is 
little wonder then that from Elizabeth 
Payscn Prentiss, whom Dr. Theodore 
Cuyler described as “a very bright-eyed 
little woman, with a keen sense of 
humor, who cared more to shine in her 
own happy household, than in a wide 
circle of society,” should write, “More 
Love to Thee, O Christ, More Love to 
Thee.” 
VI 
Mrs. Lydia Baxter (1809 - 1874) 
throughout most of the sixty-five years 
of her life remained ,in the sickroom. 
From her pen, however, came a sacred 
song, whic’ as signally blessed during 
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the Moody-Sankey Mission in Great 
Britain. Written but three years before 
her death, it has added solemnity. I 
refer to the hymn: 
There is a gate that stands ajar, 
And through its portals gleaming, 
A radiance from the cross afar, 
The Saviour’s love revealing. 
VII . 
Ill-health shadowed the Rev. Thoma 
Toke Lynch (1818-1871) - throughout 
his life. Beside this physical affliction, 
he also suffered from ‘the handicap of 
a most peculiar appearance. It is ‘said 


that when he first spoke at college, ‘he ~ 


was hooted with laughter: However, 


from this sufferer came a volume -so- 


alive with buoyant and -inspiring verse 
that Dr. Horder, in his “Hymn-Lover,” 
places it above John Keble’s, “Christian 
Year” for the spontaneity of its poetry. 
I refer to “The Rivulet: Hymns for 
Heart and Voice.” Truly its waters are 
pure, fresh, and sparkling. Possibly the 
best known hymn in the éolleetion is, 
“Christ in His Word Draws Near.” 
Controversy, whieh was so prevalent 
in the day of Thomas Toke Lynch, suc- 
ceeded in undermining his: ever-feeble 
health, and hastened his death. He died, 
humming one of his own hymns, and 
then murmured, “Now, I am going to 
begin to live.” 
VIII 
Charlotte Elliott (1789-1871) was a suf- 
ferer from early age. At thirty-two 
years, she became a confirmed invalid. 
While her ill-health was a sore trial, 
and her pain well nigh- intolerable, she 
found rieh solace in God: She once 
wrote: “He knows, and He alone, what 
it is day after day, hour after hour, to 
fight against bodily feelings of almost 
overpowering weakness, languor, and 
exhaustion, to resolve not to yield to 
slothfulness, depression, and instability, 
such as the body causes me to long: to 
indulge, but to rise every morning de- 
termined to take for my motto, ‘If any 
man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, 
and follow me.’” In one of her hymns, 
she writes: 
Though dark my path and sad my lot, 
Let me be still and murmur not, 
Or breathe the prayer Divinely taught, 
“Thy will be done.” 
Despite her frail body and delicate 
health, Charlotte Elliott lived to the 
good old age of eighty-two. Although 
she was the author of many hymns, 
the one forever associated with her 
name is, “Just As I Am.” Dr. Julian 
says of this hymn, “It ranks with the 
finest hymns in the English language.” 
It first appeared in “The Invalid’s Hymn 
Book,” which went through a consider- 
able number of editions. Above the 
original draft of the hymn are to be 
found the words, “Him that cometh unto 
Me, I will in no wise cast out.” 
Ix 
Anna Leetitia Waring (1820-1910) con- 
tributed many precious hymns to the 
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church. However, very little is known 
of her. Her hymns, marked by great 
trustfulness, bear the evidence of tears. 
She wrote her heart into her hymns. 
This is their distinctive excellence, as- 
suring them permanence. Once, she 
asked: 
Who would not suffer pain like mine, 
To be consoled like me? 
Among her hymns are to be listed: 

“In Heavenly Love Abiding” 
“Father, I Know That All My Life” 
“My heart Is Resting; O My God” 
“Sweet Is the Solace of Thy Love” 

“Go Not Far from Me, O My Strength” 

x 

Adelaide Anne Procter (1825-1864) is 
another heroine who faced a hard world 
with a frail and suffering body, but de- 
spite this, cheerfulness with her was a 
habit. In one of her poems, she writes: 

I do not-.ask, O Lord; that life.may be 

A pleasant road. 
Whatever strength she had, she con- 
secrated it to the Lord. We find her 





Comfort of the Scriptures 
By T. O. Chisholm 


O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, 
Beset with troubles great and sore, 
Think not thy Father hath forgotten, 
That He will favor thee no more. 
Think not thy way from Him is hidden, 
And Him unmindful of thy tears; 
Think not thy pray’rs, tho’ yet un- 
answered, 
Have fallen on unheeding ears. 


Not willingly doth He afflict thee; 
’Tis not in anger that He grieves; 
But whom He loveth them He chastens, 

Yea, scourges all whom He receives. 
Too wise is He,.too good and faithful, 
The chast’ning rod betimes to spare, 
For so His children are made perfect 
And grow into His image fair. 


Some flow’rs bloom best in shaded 
places; 
Some lives grow beautiful thro’ pain; 
The branch that has been purged by 
pruning 
More fruit, and better, bears again. 
Unless “the corn of wheat” be planted, 
No sheaves the reaper’s arms can 
bear; 
Unless we suffer here with Jesus, 
We cannot in His glory share. 


Then think not strange “the fiery 
trial,” 
The furnace heated sevenfeld; 
When God sufficiently hath tried thee, 
From thence shalt thou “come forth 
as gold.” 
Lift up the hands that hang down 
feebly ! 
Confirm the weak and trembling 
knees ! 
The pain endureth but a moment; 
The. glory —long eternities! 
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ever busy, visiting the sick, sheltering 
the homeless, and teaching the ignorant. 
Someone wrote of her, that she was ever 
“swift to sympathize, and eager to re- 
lieve, regarding not weather, time of day 
or night, food or rest.” Of her hymn, 

My God, I thank Thee, Who hast made 

The earth so bright, 
Bishop Bickersteth said: “It touches a 
chord of thankfulness in trial as per- 
haps no other hymn.” Another hymn 
quite well known is, “The Way Is Long 
and Dreary.” 

XI 

Of Emily Sullivan Oakey (1829-1883), 
it is said that she never experienced one 
day of really good health. Yet, day 
after day, as teacher in the Albany Fe- 
male Academy, she uncomplainingly 
faced her classes. One Gospel song has 
given her fame. It bears the name, 
“What Shall the Harvest Be?” Possibly 
the lines 


Sowing the seed of a lingering pain, 
Sowing the seed of a maddened brain, 
Sowing the seed of a tarnished name, 
Sowing the seed of eternal shame: 
O what shall the harvest be? 
were written with the background of 
her own suffering life. 


XII 

Elizabeth Cecilia Clephane (1830-1869) 
as a girl was known about the country- 
side as “the sunbeam.” And even though 
ill-health overtook her, she did not lose 
this reputation. Both she and her sis- 
ter were ever busy in their ministra- 
tions among the needy. It is related 
that they actually sold their horse and 
carriage, in order that they might have 
more to give to charity. 

The beautiful hymn, “Beneath the 
Cross of Jesus,” was written in the midst 
of pain and suffering, and appeared just 
before the writer’s death. It breathes 
the spirit of confident trust and assur- 
ance. Another hymn that has been sig- 
nally honored of God, in bringing hosts 
into the fold of the Great Shepherd, is 
“There Were Ninety and Nine That 
Safely Lay.” 

XIII 

Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879) 
was shadowed from youth with a most 
delicate constitution. When life was in 
danger, she exclaimed: “If I’m really 


going, it is too good to be true.” Upon — 


a like occasion, at another time, she 
said: “It is splendid to be so near the 
gates of Heaven.” She wrote prolifically, 
and some of her hymns are immortal. 
Among the most familiar are: 

“Thy Life Was Given for Me” 

“To Thee, O Comforter Divine’’ 
“Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak” 
“O Saviour, Precious Saviour’ 
“Take My Life, and Let It Be” 
“Golden Harps Are Sounding” 
“True-Hearted, Whole-Hearted” 


XIV 


Timothy Dwight. (1752-1817) - was 


obliged to suffer throughout his life, as 
a consequence of the barbarous practice 
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of the time, that of being deliberately 
innoculated with the germs of smallpox. 
He was left with a very serious eye 
trouble, which rendered it impossible 
for him, during the balance of his life 
of forty years, to read consecutively for 
more than fifteen minutes out of each 
twenty-four hours. (The pain behind 
the eyeballs and in the frontal region 
of the brain was agonizing.) As a 
consequence, most of his literary work 
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was done with the help of an amanuen- 
sis. Thirty-three hymns were composed 
by him. There is one that is particu- 
larly precious, 
Lord.” 

Surely we can see that David, thé* 
sweet singer of Israel, who lifted his 
heart in psalms that were written in 
tears, started a long line of sweet singers 
whose songs are all the sweeter because 
they suffered so much. 
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real aid in the preaching of the Gospel 
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Song Services 
How the ministry of music should be used as a 


By Robert C. McAdie 




















FTER listening to the masterly, 

magnetic singing of Ira D. Sankey, 
D. B. Towner, Charlie Alexander, and 
many other noted Gospel singers, I have 
had convincing demonstration of the 
power of preaching in music, and of the 
forceful, dramatic emphasis music can 
give to the srcken message. I fully 
appreciate the uplifting appeal of such 
magnificent selections as the “Messiah,” 
but such selections are far beyond the 
ability of average choirs and choruses. 

It is, however, the regular Sunday 
song services that need to be conducted 
as spiritual preparatives for the Gospel 
as preached. Such services may be 
vitally important factors in instructing 
and inspiring singers and hearers alike. 

The real question then is, How can 
these services of song be made more 
effective in winning souls for Christ? 
A secondary but by no means an unim- 
portant query is, What type of Gospel 
singing is most appreciated by the gen- 
eral public? To answer these queries 
let us glance at some of the obvious 
hindrances that combine to nullify the 
spiritual usefulness of many song serv- 
ices. 

A primal hindrance is a too general 
lack of co-operation between the music 
director and the one who is to bring 
the message. Instead of harmony there 
is conflict— which may be altogether 
unintentional—a sort of competition 
for honors, with the musical notes gen- 
erally coming out on top. 

A characteristic of our times is a de- 
mand for “pep” or “speed.” This 
“hurry” mania has invaded our sanc- 
tuaries and our music. So instead of 
half notes we have speed-up eighths; 
in place of substantial, sonorous whole 
notes, bustling half notes urge to greater 
speed! The result is that “Marching 
to Zion” has become more of a marathon 
than a march! The customary proce- 
dure in the conduct of song and preach- 
ing services is therefore too often more 
of a tribute to “speed” than to rever- 
ence. The number is hurriedly given 
out, the organist or pianist supplies an 


introduction of a few chords, and then, 
before more than half the congregation 
has found the song, the leader or choir 
has sprung into this race full steam 
ahead. From the start it is “catch as 
catch can” until, when the final Amen 
(if there be one) is reached, breathless 
but more,or less triumphant the speed- 
sters gladly resume their seats! Quite 
frequently, and no doubt mercifully, this 
songful, congregational race is limited 
to three, possibly four verses—if there 
are more in the song they are omitted! 
As a test for voice and wind this sort 
of singing may be recommended. But 
how much of the message of the song 
is absorbed? About as much as the 
motorist, gaily careering along at sixty 
or seventy miles, absorbs of the coun- 
tryside scenery. So, instead of the 
prayerful, thoughtful, praiseful prelim- 
inary it ought to be, song services are 
apt to remind one of some necessary but 
not really important chore which must 
be done, the quicker the better! Pep 
without prayer; speed without spiritu- 
ality. 

If a choice were necessary I should 
prefer the slower, even “pokey,” style 
of singing to the irreverent, jazzy, 
merely noisy renditions. But, unless we 
are voluntary slaves to musical notes, 
such choice is not necessary. As a mat- 
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Mr. McAdie had the privilege of 
singing in the World’s Fair Chorus, 
when Chicago had its first great Ex- 
hibition in the ’90’s. Since then he 
has had abundant opportunity, as 
song leader, occasional soloist, choir 
leader, and preacher for testing the 
great value of true Gospel singing 
under a variety of conditions. His 
article analyzes many of the weak- 
nesses in our musical programs, and 
makes practical suggestions as to 
how the singing in our churches 
and Sunday schools can be im- 
proved. 
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ter af fact, \the | less we are bound by 
the notes the mong! — we can 
make the singing. ependence is one 
poftals i same ive solo singing. 
en RA Rut the rails on which 

Tend wi wines along; the rate of speed 
is amen the singer finds best fitted 
to bring out the sense or message. In 
ordinary conversation, enunciation and 
proper emphasis supply the interest, in- 
struction, and entertainment. No mat- 
ter how witty or wise the thoughts of 
the speaker, without these his talk is 
but unintelligible chatter. So why im- 
agine that in song these elocutionary 
traits can be dispensed with? Paul 
probably did not have singing in mind 
when he asserted: “I had rather speak 
five words with my understanding, that 
I might instruct others also, than ten 
thousand words in a tongue,” but, since 
singing is speech set to music, the apos- 
tolic preference of intelligibility to mere 
tongue-wagging is as applicable to sing- 
ing as to preaching. Merely musical 
sounds are poor substitutes for winged, 
intelligible, meaningful words. 

Unless the solo or anthem is a well- 
known selection, the listener, presum- 
ably “worshiping God” in unison with 
the singer or singers, is apt to obtain 
but a scrappy outline of the song writer’s 
message. In lieu of that spiritual 
“meat,” he is expected to find exhilara- 
tion in tonal effects, in the graceful 
agility of the soprano as she glides with 
ease over some lofty musical note, and 
in the Jove-like voice of the basso pro- 
fundo; and, as the latest interest-stirring 
factor, in the director’s physical con- 
tortions as he hypnotizes his willing 
choir. 

“Singing with grace” in the heart is 
vastly more desirable than that volume 
of mere sound extracted from Sunday 
school audiences or church congrega- 
tions by gyrating song leaders. The 
inner “grace” would supply a more gen- 
uine, sincere effort without any such 
elaborate, spectacular pump priming. 
We could do with much less exhortation 
—demanding that EVERYbody sing— 
and would greatly benefit by intelligent, 
unhurried methods of preliminary in- 
struction regarding WHAT they are 
asked to sing. 

There is need for emphasis at every 
practice on the value of elocution and 
clear enunciation. From experience and 
observation, I am convinced that the 
majority of Christians, and others, 
greatly prefer singing that unites elocu- 
tion with voice culture, the forceful, dra- 
matic, vitalizing performance that feeds 
the hearer on the very essence of the 
song. Many Gospel songs are penetrat- 
ing sermons in themselves. A song with 
a challenging, uplifting message de- 
serves to be read with at least as much 
care and force as would be given to 
a passage from Shakespeare. When so 
introduced, even if it be a wholly un- 
familiar song, there will be an eager 
readiness on the part of the audience 
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to sing it. Many years ago I heard Pro- 
fessor Moxey, Edinburgh elocutionist, 
read the Gospel hymn, “I Know Not 
Why God’s Wondrous Grace,” to an audi- 
ence totally unacquainted with it. But 
so vitalized, interpreted by a master 
reader, it “caught on like wild fire.” 

Merely esthetic singing and beauti- 
fully robed songsters are not as popu- 
lar as is too generally assumed. Many 
wealthy churches are willing to pay for 
such singing, yet how little effect on 
attendance at the evening services does 
this costly equipment produce! But in- 
vite to that service some singer of Gos- 
pel songs, noted for his ability to re- 
vitalize the old favorites, such as, “The 
Ninety and Nine,” and how surprisingly 
the people turn out! 

Vestments and mere voice culture 
have little appeal to the average person. 
While visiting in a large Southern Cali- 
fornia city I had proof of the popular 
indifference to elaborate vestments and 
esthetic renditions on the occasions when 
the city’s churchgoing and music-loving 
people were privileged to listen to per- 
formances by two high-grade a cap- 
pella choirs—one of them vested like 
Solomen in all his glory. One of these 
choirs gave its recital on a week night 
in a church with a large membership, 
to a group of not more than 300; the 
other displayed its really unusual musi- 
cal talent and equally striking robes in 
the same church on a Sunday after- 
noon, before possibly 500 people ! Would 
these examples suggest that sacred song 
recitals stir no great interest in that 
well-churched city? They would but for 
the contrasting attendance at another 
Sunday afternoon song service some 
weeks later, when about two thousand 
persons filled one of our largest church 
auditoriums to listen to a program of 
warmly evangelistic songs, many of 
them old-time favorites, sung by a 
plainly dressed radio quartette which 
was supplemented by the solo-rendi- 
tions supplied by Einar Waermo, Swe- 
dish tenor and consecrated soul-winner. 

“Give the people what they want,” 
is too often the sentiment that governs 
both Sunday school and church service 
programs. That is a dangerous attitude 
unless preachers and teachers, choir- 
leaders and singers are ever awake to 
the fact that primarily the church’s task 
is to give the people what they need! 
Leaders ought to lead, not follow ! In- 
stead of giving them what they want, 
we have been thrusting on them what 
we think or imagine they want! And 
many seem to hold that the religious 
Smiths must “keep up” with the worldly, 
sensuous, speed-crazy, jazzy Joneses! 
So they “pep up” the tempo and “cut 
down” the period of worship, which ex- 
hibits a strange ignorance of the general 
wish to find and experience in God’s 
house and worship something different, 
something suggestive of eternal verities! 

Modernized song services are not pay- 
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ing the expected dividends in either at- 
tendance or spirituality. How then can 
they be improved? By more prayerful, 
thoughtful selections; by reverential, in- 
telligent treatment; by insisting on the 
importance of a song’s message and on 
less subservience to the mere musical 
notes; by ever reminding the singers 
that each and all of them are actually 
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“lay preachers” who are privileged to 
“sing” Gospel-saving truth into the ears 
and hearts of those they lead in songful 
worship; in a word, that the religious 
song service is not a mere preliminary 
to something more important, but can 
be and ought to be in itself a “power 
of God unto salvation.” 
San Dreco, CAtir. 
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Singing in Times of Danger and Trial 


By William J. Hart, D.D. 














OON after the destructive raid on 

Cardiff, Wales, early in 1941, when 
lives were lost and much property was 
destroyed, the Rev. G. Matthew Thomas, 
a minister of the city, related the fol- 
lowing remarkable incident: 

“A family of eight or nine were 
playing parlor games on that fateful 
night,” said Mr. Thomas. “They were 
all dressed, ready to go out_into the 
street, if necessary. Suddenly they heard 
the approach of a bomber, and they 
rushed into the passage. The house 
crashed around their ears. ‘Is anyone 
injured?’ The reply was, ‘No!’ Then 
one of them began to sing, and the others 
joined in.” 

But what did they sing? Their prop- 
erty was destroyed, but their lives were 
spared. How difficult it must have been 
to sing after such a nerve-shattering 
experience! But the Welsh are lovers 
of music, especially of religious music, 
and they have their minds stored with 
the hymns they use in their devotional 
services. The singer, as he stood amid 
disaster and death, started the first 
hymn that came into his mind at the 
moment. How touchingly appropriate 
was the one which the family united 
in singing! It was .the paraphrase of 
the Ninetieth Psalm, written by Isaac 
Watts, that master of sacred song: 

O God, our help in ages past, 

Our hope for years to come, 


Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home! 


Under the shadow of Thy throne 
Still may we dwell secure; 

Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 
And our defense is sure. 


b 4 
Christmas Singing in a Hospital 


R. J. O. STENNETT, who for six- 
teen months had been 1a patient in 
an infirmary near Derby, England, was 
seventy-seven years of age, but still en- 
joyed singing, and sometimes partici- 
pated in song. Early in 1940 he wrote 
to a friend, giving some of his experi- 
ences, and mentioned this incident: 
One day he heard singing, for it was 
the Christmas season. Soon afterward 


the matron came in and asked if he 
had heard the music. 

“Yes,” he answered, “and it was a 
pleasant change from the wireless.” 

“Well, suppose you and I sing a few 
carols,” added the matron. 

The matron and the patient then sang 
together four Christmas carols. Then 
they sang a hymn that the patient loved, 
and which was written by Charles Wes- 
ley: 

Would Jesus have the sinner die? 

Why hangs He then on yonder tree? 
What means that strange expiring cry? 
Sinners, He prays for you and me: 

Forgive them, Father, O forgive ! 

They know not that by Me they live. 


O let Thy love my heart constrain ! 
Thy love for every sinner free, 

That every fallen soul of man 
May taste the grace that found out me; 

That all mankind with me may prove 

Thy sovereign everlasting love. 

The friend of the patient who received 
the letter made this comment: “A good 
patient and, I should say, a very good 
matron.” 

ye 


When the Russians Closed a Church 


HE last service held in the church 

at Hango (which was ceded to Rus- 
sia) was vividly described in a quo- 
tation in the British Weekly in May, 
1940. The quotation follows: 

“The church was filled to overflowing. 
Two pastors, one Finnish and one Swed- 
ish, took the service. After the final 
blessing, the pastor lifted the figure of 
Christ (by Thorwaldsen) and slowly 
left the building, followed by his parish- 
ioners, many of whom were in tears. 
Outside he turned once again to bless 
them and said, ‘In truth God is, and His 
day will come.’ The other pastor quoted 
Luther’s famous lines: 

And though they take our life, 

Goods, honor, children, wife, 

Yet is their profit small; 


These things shall vanish all, 
The city of God remaineth.” 


These words are the closing lines of 
Luther’s so-called “battle hymn,” “Ein’ 
feste Burg ist unser Gott,” as translated 
While Carlyle’s 


by Thomas Carlyle. 
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translation is mostly used in England, 
and begins, “A safe stronghold our God 
is still,” yet in the United States we 
ordinarily use the translation of Fred- 
erick H. Hedge, beginning, “A mighty 
Fortress is our God.” 
Hedge’s translation of the closing lines 

of the hymn is as follows: 

Let goods and kindred go, 

This mortal life also; 

The body they may kill: 


God’s truth abideth still, 
His kingdom is for ever. 


bd 


Comfort in Times of Wakefulness 


HE Evening Hymn of Bishop 

Thomas Ken “has become the com- 
mon slumber song of the English-speak- 
ing race,” declared W. T. Stead in his 
treasured work, “Hymns That Have 
Helped.” He also said: “Archbishop 
Sinclair, writing on this hymn, which he 
often repeats to himself the last thing 
before going to sleep, says that ‘its ma- 
jesty, simplicity, and ring of truth are 
unequalled. To live in the spirit of this 
hymn would be the ideal of the Chris- 
tian life.” The famous hymn begins: 

All praise to Thee, my God, this night, 

For all the blessings of the light; 

Keep me, oh, keep me, King of kings, 

Beneath Thine own almighty wings. 

. This hymn has twelve stanzas, the 
last of which is the familiar doxology. 
“Praise God, from whom all blessings 
flow.” The fifth stanza begins, 

When in the night I sleepless lie, 

My soul with heavenly thoughts supply. 

An English writer has told us of the 
time, early in the latter part of the 
nineteenth century, when an old man 
was giving his experience at the annual 
Society Meeting, and the young people 
had been invited to attend. Beloved 
because of his Christian character and 
activity, the young folks were inter- 
ested in this testimony. He had not 
been well, and suffered greatly because 
of sleeplessness. He had consulted a 
physician, but did not improve. The 
treatment of a herbalist was recom- 
mended, but still sleep evaded him. 
When he spoke that night he made ref- 
erence to a hymn, with the result that 
a young man in the audience formed an 
attachment for that same hymn which 
has persisted throughout his life. 

“I can still see him standing there,” 
said the young man later, “and I can 
hear his voice, and remember his actual 
words: 

“T was just about getting worn out,’ 
he said, ‘and dreaded going to bed. One 
night about a month ago I had lain 
awake and heard the clock strike 11, 12, 
1, 2, 3, and I felt sick at heart. I got 
out of bed, turned on the light, and 
picked up my Bible and hymnbook, 
which I keep in the bedroom. Open- 
ing the hymnbook, the first line on 
which my eye fell was: “When in the 
night I sleepless lie.” 
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“*“Ay, Lord, that’s it!” I said aloud, 
and got back to bed saying, “‘My soul 
with heavenly thoughts § supply’ — 
heavenly thoughts, gracious Lord.” And 
I immediately sank into a sweet and 
restful sleep.’ 

“That was, he said, the beginning of 
his improvement, for in the same sacred 
atmosphere succeeding nights had been 
just as restful and refreshing. So in 
the meeting he thanked God for an- 
other token of his love and goodness. 

“How I remember with joy those 
quaint testimonies! But is it any cause 
for wonder, if the affection for my old 
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teacher has given me fifty years’ affec- 
tion for this hymn?” 

When Bishop Ken died “twelve poor 
men bore his body to the quiet grave 
in Frome Selwood. . . . Under the east 
window of the chancel, just at sunris- 
ing,” they, as he had requested, laid 
his body in the grave. Then the as- 
sembled company sang his lovely Morn- 
ing Hymn: 

Awake, my soul, and with the sun 

Thy daily stage of duty run; 

Grant, Lord, when I from death shall 

wake, 

I may of endless light partake. 

Lacona, N. Y. 














The Fight Against Evolution 
A world-wide campaign to stop the undermining of Christian faith 
By Maud Howe intemal Chiane Crusade 














6c O OTHER doctrine since the earth 

was declared to be round has so 
aroused the religious world as has evo- 
lution. All churchmen either oppose it or 
attempt to harmonize it with their faith. 
It is taught in most public high schools 
and colleges. What is the history of this 
doctrine? Is it true? Is it reconcilable 
with religion?” 

These statements are taken from a 
pamphlet entitled “Godless Evolution,” 
of which several thousand copies have 
been circulated. Other leaflets contain 
the following: 

“Evolution discredits the Bible. Evo- 
lution nullifies the Atonement. The 
descendants of apes don’t need a Sav- 
iour. Evolution is true, there is no 
God.” “The clergy are bewildered; they 
don’t know what to preach; evolution 
explodes their doctrines; the day ap- 
proaches when the Cross of Christianity 
will be replaced by the Red Star of 
Atheism as the emblem of a better day.” 

One branch of the International Chris- 
tian Crusade (366 Bay St., Toronto, 2, 
Can.) is termed the Evolution Protest 
Movement, and is affiliated with the 
same movement in England, Australia, 
and other places. The president in 
Great Britain is Sir Ambrose Fleming, 
M.A., D.Sc., F.R.S.; and the president in 
Canada is Dr. W. Bell Dawson, M.A., 
D.Sc., F.R.S.C. It may be little realized 
that disagreement with the existing state 
of things is growing more and more 
prevalent. Parents are finding their 
children questioning the infallibility of 
the Bible; youth is refusing to accept 
its teaching. 

Liberal thought, and _ evolutionary 
teaching in particular, encourage unbe- 
lief, and the International Christian 
Crusade files bear witness to the harm 
done. One instance out of many sim- 
ilar is that of a medical man, in touch 
with a nurse over a case, who expressed 


gratification at her bright aspect under 
difficult circumstances. She was led to 
tell him of her Christian experience. 
This doctor, an eminent man, made the 
significant statement that he envied her 
faith, adding that he himself had been 
striving to find God for twenty years, 
but that evolution made it impossible to 
believe in the infallibility of the Bible. 

For twelve years we have courteously 
but firmly requested that both sides of 
the question be given to youth today. 
The emphasis in our schools and col- 
leges is placed on the claim that evolu- 
tion is fact, and authorities holding that 
view are quoted ad lib; while to all fair- 
minded people, it is demonstrable that 
evolution is an unproved hypothesis. 

The issue has been forced upon us. 
Letters have poured into the office from 
parents and others who find the teach- 
ing of evolution disastrous to faith. 

Prayer is the basis of the International 
Christian Crusade campaign, which in- 
cludes work among nurses,- teachers, 
and children, and which has as its ob- 
jective a world chain of links or groups. 
By this means it hopes to oppose the 
anti-God campaign, which seeks by 
every possible inducement to instigate 
world-wide revolution. 

International Christian Crusade pub- 
lic meetings have been held, with 
marked success. In spite of some keen 
opposition, we believe we have the ear 
of those in authority, who would be 
glad to listen to a public demand against 
the teaching of evolution. That is our 
opinion only; possibly some in authority, 
who have no particular concern for the 
Christian faith, would continue their op- 
position. 

At a large meeting in Toronto the fol- 
lowing resolution was unanimously 
passed: “This meeting protests against the 
continued teaching of the theory of or- 
ganic evolution in schools and colleges 
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as scientific truth, without an oppor- 
tunity afforded for argument against it.” 

The Evolution Protest Movement in 
England cabled its best wishes for the 
success of the campaign. This was in 
March, 1936, and the principal address 
followed the lines of protest stated, and 
was given by Professor Cornelius Van 
Til, Ph.D., then of Princeton University, 
his subject being “The Truth About 
Origins.” 

Thousands of copies of our three- 
pamphlet, anti-evolution series, written 
by a Christian physician, have been sent 
out, and the demand increases to such 
an extent that we are hoping to print 
our third (and fuller) edition in the 
near future. 

At the time of writing we are in the 
throes of pressing our anti-evolution 
campaign in conjunction with others 
similarly minded. Owing to the efforts 
of the Teachers’ Christian’ Fellowship, 
the Department of Education in the 
Province of Alberta has signified its 
willingness to receive a pamphlet to be 
submitted to them for insertion in all 
high school texts to deal with the evi- 
dence against evolution. 

As it is intended to include in this 
pamphlet some statements from our 
three-pamphlet series, we have been 
busy giving references, authorities, dates, 
etc., and feel much might be accom- 
plished if parents and others who have 
written to us so frequently on the mat- 
ter would be good enough to write some 
message of encouragement to those in 
authority promising their public support. 

The International Christian Crusade 
did not seek this campaign; it was forced 
on us by continual appeals and touch- 
ing cases of loss of faith, We conduct 
the campaign with all due courtesy and 
respect to existing authorities, but we 
believe the claim of evolution has for 
its foundation little more than hypothet- 
ical links, for the existence of which 
evidence has never yet been forth- 
coming. 

ToroNTO, CAN. 
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Superintendent of Attendance 


By J. D. Stevens 


ERE is a plan that I have used with 

good results. So far as I know, the 

idea was entirely my own. I conceived 

the idea of holding up the church school 

attendance by electing a Superintendent 
of Attendance. 

The work of this officer is to co-oper- 
ate with a committee from the adult 
classes to keep the class attendance from 
sagging. Each class appoints a commit- 
tee of from one to three members, to 
keep a close check-up on class attend- 
-ance, and report to the Superintendent 
of Attendance the names of any mem- 
bers of the class who are absent from 
class study for more than two Sundays 
in succession. 
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The Superintendent of Attendance 
should then call on the member at his, 
or her, home or place of business, to 
learn the cause of the absence from the 
class period. If the cause was sickness, 
the class could send flowers, and make 
calls. If the cause was just plain lack 
of interest, something could be done 
about that, too, through the co-opera- 
tive efforts of the Superintendent of 
Attendance and the teacher. 

Good results were obtained from the 
use of this plan. It requires the full 
co-operation of the Superintendent of 
Attendance, the committee, and the 
teacher; and it may also be used to get 
new members for the class. 


FONTANELLE, Iowa. 
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“What Could Be Greater 
Than My Saviour’s Love?” 


By Robert Harkness 


REPARING for a_ transcontinental 

tour, during which the “Music of the 
Gospel” was to be presented, prayer 
was made for musical guidance. Dur- 
ing a prayer period the idea of compos- 
ing a theme song suggested itself. Soon 
a verse of Scripture came to mind. It 
was, “Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends” (John 15:13). 
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As I thought about the text, the idea 
of sacrifice came to mind, and, as this 
persisted, I was soon thinking of the 
greatest sacrifice of all,—the sacrifice 
of our Lord on the cross when His blood 
was shed for the remission of our sins. 

The lines of the refrain first came and, 
simultaneously, the musical interpreta- 
tion. The refrain was used night after 
night during a tour across the United 
States and Canada. In 224 musical serv- 
ices the Gospel message was emphasized 
and presented through this. refrain. 

In one church in the Mid-West, as we 
prepared to leave at the close of the 
service, an elderly man came forward 
and said: “I have not been in church 
for ten years until tonight. If what you 
said about salvation is true, then I want 
to get the matter settled here and now.” 
As we spoke with him and pointed him 
to the Word of God he continued: “I 
have heard many years ago that Christ 
died for my sins, but tonight I believe 
‘1 

We had prayer together. Then Ro- 
mans 10:9, 10 were quoted, and the man, 
over 70 years of age, said, “I now take 
Jesus Christ to be my Saviour, Lord; 
and King.” Several instances of this 
kind came to our attention through the 
use of the refrain. May the Lord use 
it as a channel of blessing: to all who 
hear and sing it. 


PASADENA, CALIF. 


WHAT COULD BE GREATER? 
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LESSON 1. OCTOBER 5. GOD OUR HEAVENLY FATHER 


International Uniform Lesson.—Gen. 1: 26-28; Exod. 34: 4-7; Psa. 103: 1-13, Isa. 40: 27-31; Matt. 6: 24-34; 
22 : 35-38; John 4: 24; 14: 20-23; Acts 17: 24-30; 1 John 1:1-4; printed text, Gen. 1: 26-28; Matt. 6: 24-33 


Golden Text.—Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.—Matt. 6:9 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is. Gen. 1:26-28; Matt. 6:24-33 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Gen. 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over 
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon 
the earth. 

27 So God created man in. his own image, in the image of 
Goad created he him; male and female created he them. 

28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have 


dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, 


and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. 


Matt. 6:24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will 
hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, 
and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 

25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, 
what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, 
what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the 
body than raiment? 

26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do 
they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth 
them. Are ye not much better than they? 

27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto 
his stature? 

28 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies 
of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 

29 And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of these. 

30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which 
to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much 
more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 

31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, 
What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 

32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your 
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 

33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto you. 


% b 4 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Gen. 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the birds of the heavens, and over the cattle, and 
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth. 27 And God created man in his own image, in 
the image of God created he him; male and female created he 
them, . 28 And God blessed them: and God said unto them, Be 
fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds 
of the heavens, and over every living thing that ! moveth upon 
the earth. 


Matt. 6:24 No man can serve two masters: 
hate the ‘one, and love the other; or else he will hold to~one, 
and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.. .25 
Therefore I;say unto you, Be not anxious for your life, what ye 
shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what 
ye shall put on. Is not the life more than the food, and the 
body than the raiment? 26 Behold the birds of the heaven, that 
they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; and 
your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are not ye of much more 
value than they? 27 And which of you by being anxious can 
add one cubit unto ?the measure of his life? 28 And why are ye 
anxious concerning raiment?. Consider the lilies of the field, 
how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 29 yet I say 
unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like 
one of these. 30 But if God' doth so clothe the grass of the field, 
which to-day is, and to-morrow jis cast into the oven, shall he 
not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 31 Be not there- 
fore anxious, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we 
drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32 For after all 
these things do the Gentiles seek; for your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 33 But seek ye first 
his kingdom, and his righteousness; and all these things shall 
be added unto you. 


1Or, creepeth. *Or, his stature. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


for either he will 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 

Approach to the Lesson 

PART from revelation, God must 
A ever remain the Unknowable. It 

is true that in nature we see mar- 
velous evidences of His power and wis- 
dom, but it is only in the Son that He 
is told out in all His fullness (John 
1:18). Jesus came to reveal the Father, 
for He alone knew Him in the reality 
of His being (Matt. 11:27; Luke 10:22). 
He and the Father are one in nature 
though distinct in person (John 14:9). 
In the Old Testament God is revealed 
as Creator. As such He is the Father 
of spirits (Heb. 12:9) because He is the 
God of the spirits of all flesh (Num. 16: 
22). So man, as created originally in 
the image and likeness of God, was 
called a son-of God (Luke 3:38). But 
that- image was marred and the like- 
ness lost through sin, so that now it is 
by regeneration, a new creation, or new 
birth, that man becomes a member of 


the family of God and can look up into 
His face and call Him Father (Gal. 3: 
26; 4:6). 

Thus to know Him means rest to the 
soul and peace to the heart, as we realize 
that whatever circumstances we have to 
face we are the objects of a loving 
Father’s care, One who knows our every 
need (Matt: 6:8) and delights to under- 
take for His own. 


The Historical Setting 


The greater part of the lesson for to- 
day is taken from the Sermon on the 
Mount. This discourse was preached 
by Jesus in the spring of A. D. 28, ac- 
cording to what seems to be the best 
authorities, and was probably delivered, 
not on the traditional site, the “Horns 
of Hattin,” but on the mount that rises 
up back of Capernaum. It was ad- 
dressed, not to the world at large, but 
to His disciples (Matt. 5:1). 


Verse by Verse 
Gen. 1:26.—“Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness.” Man was 


created directly by God, not evolved 
from some lower form of life. As a 


spirit being, he was in God’s image, for 
God is a Spirit (John 4:24) and as a 
spirit dwelling in a physical body man 
was designed to be God’s representa- 
tive here on earth. Morally he was 
in the divine likeness, an innocent being, 
fitted for fellowship with God, the 
Father of spirits. 


Verse 27.—“Male and female created 
he them.” The man and the woman 
were created to complement one an- 
other, and. in their spiritual natures 
they were to manifest together the life 
of God, in whom we see the father’s 
heart and the mother’s tenderness (Isa. 
66:13). Through sin the newly-created 
pair soon ceased thus to manifest the 
nature of their Creator, and wandered 
from Him. 


Verse 28.—“Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and replenish the earth.” These words 
were addressed to Adam and his wife 
before sin came in. Had there been no 
failure, the earth would have been peo- 
pled with a happy and obedient race, 
enjoying the knowledge of God as their 
Father and Creator. 


Matt. 6:24—‘No man can serve two 
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masters.” Sin having come in, man now 
must choose whether he will go on as 
the servant of sin or whether he will 
yield himself to Him who gave him 
life and desires to deliver him from the 
effects of the fall. Each must choose 
for himself, though apart from the work 
of the Holy Spirit none would turn ‘to 
God. “Mammon” is a Syriac word for 
wealth, the bait that Satan dangles be- 
fore the soul to lure one farther away 
from His Creator. : 


Verse 25.—“Take no thought for your 
life-” That is, do not be given over to 
anxiety. It is right and normal to be 
provident and careful— but we are not 
to be full of care—for our Father. is 
ever concerned about us and He has 
undertaken to see us through all’ the 
difficulties of life. 

Verse 26—“Your heavenly Father 
feedeth them.” He who cares for the 
birds will provide for His own. He is 
not their Father but ours, if we have 
trusted in Christ. But surely He who 
frévides for them will never forget His 
own children. 


Verse 27.—“Which of you by taking 
thought”—that is, by anxiety —can 
foree the work of nature. We are as 
God has made us and we cannot by any 
amount of exercise and concern add to 
our allotted span of life, for it is to this 
(as the Revised Version shows) rather 
than to physical height that the Lord 
refers. 

Verse 28.—“Consider the lilies.” Every 
flower that blooms is a testimony to the 
wisdom and care of God. The lily is 
unconscious of its beauty and has no 
responsibility for its own development. 
It is an expression of the Heavenly Gar- 
dener’s love of beauty and His pains- 
taking carefulness in detail. To Jesus 
all nature was a parable. 


Verse 29.—‘Solomon in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of these.” The 
great of this world clothe themselves 
at large expense and with much trouble 
in garments of beauty. But the flowers 
of the field manifest the loveliness which 
God produces from within. Every blos- 
som is a miracle if rightly considered. 


Verse 30.—“Shall he not much more 
clothe you, O ye of little faith?” The 
God whose wisdom and consideration 
are concerned with the very grasses 
that we trample beneath our feet: will 
not be indifferent to the needs of those 
who trust in Him. To worry is therefore 
but to give evidence of our lack of faith. 


Verse 31. — “Therefore .take no 
thought.” That is, be not anxious con- 
cerning food and drink or clothing, 
which, after all, are the chief things for 
which men labor and about which the 
natural man is most concerned. 


Verse 32—*“Your -heavenly Father 
knoweth.” This is where faith rests. Our 
Father, who loved us enough to give 
the Lord Jesus for our redemption, 
knows our every. need, and with Christ 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


Fourth Quarter 
1, October 5.—God Our Heavenly 
Father. Genesis 1:26-28; Exodus 34: 
4-7; Psalm 103:1-13; Isaiah 40:27-31; 
Matthew 6:24-34; 22:35-38; John 4: 
24; 14:20-23; Acts 17:24-30; 1 John 1:1-4 
2. October 12.—Christ Our Saviour. 
Matthew 1:21; 20:25-28; Luke 19:1- 
10; John 3:16; 6:66-69; Acts 4:12; 
Romans 3:21-26; 8:31-39; 2 Corinth- 
ians 5:14-21; Philippians 2:5-11; 
1 Timothy 1:15 
3. October 19.—The Holy Spirit Our 
Helper. Genesis 1:2; Psalm 51:11; 
Isaiah 63:10-14; Joel 2:28, 29; Luke 
11:13; John 3:5-8; 14:26; 16:7-14; 
Acts 1:8; 2:1-4, 32, 33; 4:31; 10:44- 
48; 19:1-7; Romans 8:9, 12-17, 26-28; 
1. Corinthians 12:1-13; 2 Cor- 
inthians 13:14; Galatians 5:22-26; 
Revelation 1:10; 22:17 
4. October 26.—Civie Responsibility Re- 
garding Beverage Alcohol (Interna- 
tional Temperance Sunday). Deuter- 
onomy 5:32, 33; 11:26-28; Isaiah 28: 
1-6; Habakkuk 2:12 
5. November 2.—Sin and Its Conse- 
quences. Genesis 3:1-24; Psalm 14: 
1-3; Jeremiah 17:9, 10; Mark 7:20- 
23; Romans 1:18-32, 6:23; Galatians 
6:7, 8; James 1:13-15; 1 John 1:5 
to 2:6; Revelation 22:10-12 
6. November 9.—Repentance and Faith. 
Isaiah 1:10-20; Ezekiel 18:20-23; 
Luke 3:1-14; 13:1-5; 15:11-24; Acts 
2:37-39; Romans 6:1-11 
7. November 16.—Union with Christ. 
John 14:20; 15:1-10; 17:21-23; Ro- 
mans 8:9, 10; 1 Corinthians 6:15-20; 
2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 2:20; 
Ephesians 2:20-22; 3:17-19; 4:15, 16; 
5:29, 30; Philippians 3:9; 4:13; 
Colossians 2:6,7 
8. November 23.—Prayer and Thanks- 
giving. Psalms 103; 107; Matthew 6: 
5-15; John 17:1-26; Ephesians 5:18- 
21; Philippians 4:6; 1 Thessalonians 
5:16-18; 1 John 5:14, 15 








freely gives all else (Rom. 8:32). We 
do not really know Him as Father if 
we doubt His love or question His good- 
ness. 


Verse 33.—“Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God.” That is, put first things first. 
Give God His rightful place in the life. 
Walk in obedience to His revealed will. 
As we thus endeavor to honor Him, we 
ean count on His unfailing care. All 
that we need His love will supply. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


When God is known as Father, anxiety 
disappears. The love of His heart has 
led Him to engage to see His children 
through all the changing scenes of life, 
meeting every requirement for their 
peace, happiness, and contentment as 
they in turn seek to walk in fellowship 
with Him. This is no encouragement 
for slothfulness on our part. We are 
to walk before Him as obedient chil- 
dren who can count on His unfailing 
grace. His Fatherhood embraces all 
who are born of the Spirit through faith 
in His blessed Son. It is a mistake. for 
unsaved, unregenerated men to claim 
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relationship with Him, though He longs 
to reveal Himself as the Father to all 
men everywhere, but they can know 
Him only through Christ (John 14:6). 


A Lesson Outline 
Gop THE CREATOR (Gen 1:26-28) 
Man, His image or representative, cre- 


ated in His likeness, morally suited 
for fellowship 


Gop Our FaTHER (Matt. 6:24-33) 
Claims undivided allegiance (v. 24) 
Faith precludes anxiety (v. 25) 

Lessons from the birds and the flowers 

(vs. 26-30) 

Believers the objects of the Father’s care 

(vs. 31, 32) 


Responsibility to obey the Father (v. 
33) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Frankly, the passage we have been con- 
sidering was not given by Christ to 
teach the Fatherhood of God, as such, 
but rather to stress the responsibility 
of His children to trust Him as Father 
and to obey His instruction as given 
in His Word. It is a grave mistake to 
apply these words to those not yet born 
of God. Nowhere does Scripture teach 
that the unsaved have the right to call 
God Father and to count upon His care 
in that blessed relationship. By crea- 
tion all are His offspring, it is true (Acts 
17:28), but the knowledge of the Father 
is only given to those who are in the 
family of God by new birth. To those 
who rejected His testimony Jesus said, 
“Ye are of your father the devil” (John 
8:44). In Romans 9:8 we read, “They 
which are the children of the flesh, 
these are not the children of God.” The 
so-called “universal Fatherhood of God 
and brotherhood of man” is a teaching 
unknown to Scripture, save in the wide 
sense that God hath made of one blood 
all nations (Acts 17:26). The “brother- 
hood” of First Peter 2:17 is a company 
called out from the world, including 
only those who are born again (1 Pet. 
1:23). 


Applicatisns and Summaries 


The fact that man by creation is a 
spirit being makes it possible for God 
to speak to him, and for him to respond 
to the divine voice. 


When men believe the message of the 
Gospel they are born into the family of 
the redeemed and have the title, or right, 
to be designated children of God (John 
1:12, 13). 


As the loving Father of all who trust 
in the Lord Jesus, God has pledged 
Himself to care for His own and to hear 
prayer when they bring their exercises 
and concerns to Him. 

Have we been born again? If so, have 
we learned to cast all our care on Him 
who careth for us, and so to honor Him 
as our Father? 

CHICAGO. 
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Lesson for October 5 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 
Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to differ- 
ent members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


S GOD the Father of every one? 


2. In what sense is man like his Cre- 
ator? 


3. Why do we need a second birth if we 
would know the Father? 


4. What is the difference between the 
revelation of God as Creator and as Father? 


5. How does God show His fatherly at- 
titude toward sinful man? 


6. Does Matthew 6:25, 31 mean that we 
are not to’ have any plans for the meals 
of the family,’ or make clothes for the 
family to wear? 


7. Is it faith to refuse to work, and claim 
that the Lord has promised to supply all 
our. needs? 


8. Is it wrong to worry? 
9. What is meant by faith in the Father? 


10. What should the Christian seek first 
in his life? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 759 of this issue. 


we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Father and Son.—So God created man 
. . .- male and female. . ... And God 
blessed them (Gen. 1:27, 28). Did you 
ever stop to think that you and I are 
the only creations that God is said to 
have blessed? The last verse of this 
first chapter of Genesis goes like this: 
“And God saw EVERY THING that he 
had made, and, behold, it was very 
good.” But man, who is not a thing, 
but a person, God blessed. This special 
blessing of God sets us apart, just as 
Isaac’s blessing set Jacob apart and made 
him Israel. Much to Jacob’s brother 
Esau’s sorrow and anger (Gen. 27:27- 
29). 

There is no happier relation in life 
than that of father and son. There is 
no more attractive business sign than 
that of Somebody and Son. It almost 
always stands for Junior honoring his 
father and standing by his father in 
every way. 

And God our Heavenly. Father is no 
less pleased than the earthly father 
when we stand with him and work 
along with him (Prov. 16:1; Eph. 6:2). 

The Coatesville steel mills attract 
many aliens with unpronounceable 
names. One of these aliens was before 
the Judge, and the Judge said to him, 
“How do you spell your name?” The 
alien replied, “Judge, I don’t spell it, I 
just poosh [push] it.” Some of them 
take local names. 

Mrs. Ridgway’s father, whose name 
was Rambo, was very kind to one of 
these foreigners, so this foreigner 
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changed his name to Rambo, and is 
doing business here in Coatesville in 
that name today. 

On the Lincoln Highway in a near-by 
town there is a sign on the front of a 
store. On the sign the name of the firm, 
“FATHER AND SON.” When you come 
to think of it, what better name could 
there be for a business? In almost every 
case where the sign “Father and Son” 
could be placed over the door there is 
prosperity, and the same goes for a life. 
When you do business under the sign, 
“Father and Son,” where the Father is 
God and the Son is the Lord Jesus, it 
spells success. 


Why Worry?—Behold the fowls of the 
air... your heavenly Father feedeth 
them (Matt. 6:26). ‘In the winter of 
1939-1940 the Clerk of the Weather gave 
the Southland a very unpleasant sur- 
prise party. This he did by moving Old 
Man Winter down as far as Florida. 
Garden “sass” was frozen out, and the 
citrus fruit trees were all injured and 
many ruined. A friend who lives at 
Atlanta, Ga., wrote me that the mercury 
was down to almost zero and the snow 
10 inches deep, with drifts 4 feet high. 
“With much suffering because deep snow 
prevented distribution of food and fuel.” 

None of those in the Southland were 


* 755 


more surprised thari Robin Redbreast 
and the other Northern feathered friends 
of the late Edward Bok. 

“Say,” chirped Robin to Jennie Wren, 
Baltimore Oriole, and the rest of the 
flying Bokites, “There is something gone 
wrong. The wars in Europe have turned 
things around here in America also. I’m 
going back to Coatesville. Expect the 
Ridgway cherry trees are about turn- 
ing red and juicy, so come along, fel- 
lows !” 

And back Robin Redbreast came, with 
a lot more of the winged garden folks. 
They got the second surprise, for it was 
winter here also, and the cherry trees 
stood leafless and bare. Did Robin and 
his crowd die of starvation or gather 
around kitchen doors for handouts and 
shake-outs, because the ground was 
frozen. tight and-they, could not dig for 
grubs? . Nota bit-of it! 

On the vacant lots and in the fence 
corners were granaries where God had 
stored up the right sort of food against 
the time of need, for His birds. You call 
these storehouses God has for his birds 
“weeds,” and if you owned a vacant lot 
old John Law ordered you to destroy 
them, or else —. , 

And so Jesus comes and says to you, 
“Are you not much better than they?” 


















Mr. Misanthrope grows 
more crabbed every day 
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(v. 26.) So, beloved, what are you 
worrying about, “O ye of little faith.” 


A Change of Time.—Sufficient unto 
the day is the evil thereof (v. 34). 
“Teacher, what does the Lord Jesus 
mean by that statement?” 

“Don’t cross the bridge until you come 
to it,” is the way we say it out here 
in the countryside. In other words, stop 
that worrying! That is, if you are a 
Christian; if not, you had better do 
some worrying. You have something 
real to worry about. (Matt. 18:11; 23: 
33.) 

If you would like the explanation 
of the saying in poetic form, here is 
how my old Professor at Siwash years 
ago used to say it: 

“Wait until tomorrow 

And thy present sorrow 
Will lie down to rest.” 


The last verses of the 6th chapter of 
Matthew are given us to show by illus- 
tration and preachment how our 
Heavenly Father is interested in the 
happiness of his obedient children. And 
the Master sums it all up in that 33rd 
verse, “Seek ye first;” etc. 

Everyone knows that old piece of 
homely philosophy, “I’m an old man,, and 
in my life have had many troubles, but 
most of them never happened.” (Psa. 
34:6; Prov. 11:8.) 

I used to have an uncle, who, before 
he was converted, was the champion 
trouble worrier in his State. I used to 
spend my vacations with him and his 
wife, who was my favorite aunt. She 
was Uncle’s runner-up. When I left 
home I was full of life and high spirits 
of youth, an optimist of the first water 
who thought this U. S. A. the most glo- 
rious spot on earth. But after a few 
days with Uncle Worrier I learned the 
country was going to the dogs, and the 
future was very dark for “the coming 
generation.” One of whom I was which ! 
Well, nothing happened, and years after, 
here Iam. And this old U.S. A. did not 
go broke. 

However, Aunt and Uncle accepted 
the Lord: Jesus, and of course the tune 
was changed frorh “Woe, Woe, Woe” to 
“Hosanna, Hallelujah,” and the Long 
Metre Doxology ! 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
w 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Thy father- 
hood, O God, is not a temporary attitude 
toward man, but Thou art indeed the ever- 
lasting Father, as we are assured in Thy 
Word. How greatly we need the presence 
day by day of one who is not variable, but 
upon whom we can rest with confidence un- 
broken and complete! How many times we 
turn to Thee in perplexity, and even in great 
distress of mind or body, and find that Thou 
art infinitely more than equal to our needs. 
We would learn the security of surrender, 
freedom from fears, and joy in the midst of 
severe testing times. Thy love is not short- 
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ened in the hour of need on the part of any 
one of thy children. Thou art not far from 
those who seek thee, and we have Thy prom- 
ise that as our days so shall our strength be. 
Help us to realize how wide and sure are Thy 
promises, and thy readiness to help in every 
time of need. We ask it in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Some years ago a 
little poem was published in THe Sun- 
pAY ScHoo.t Times, written by Elizabeth 
Cheney. It was so simple, so true, and 
was so readily applied to one of our 
commonest needs that it was printed, 
and reprinted, and quoted very widely. 
I should like to pass it on to you today, 
and ask you to notice how very true it 
is, and how beautiful it is when trans- 
lated into terms of our human life. It 
is called “Overheard in an Orchard.” 


Said the Rebin to the Sparrow: 
“I should really like to know 
Why these anxious human beings 

Rush about and worry so.” 


Said the Sparrow to the Robin: 
“Friend, I think that it must be 
That they have no Heavenly Father 
Such as cares for you and me.” 


That little poem rests under the glass 
top of my desk where I can look at it 
if I am ever tempted to the sin of worry. 
Are you ever tempted that way? That 
poem is a sort of mirror that is held up 
before us, and it fits in beautifully with 
our study of this lesson. It is easy to 
remember. Shall we go over it once or 
twice until we know it now? Then let 
us praise this same Heavenly Father, 
who is not too great to notice the little 
sparrow, or the robin in the great world 
of nature, even as He remembers man. 


Let us pray. 
OUR OVING FATHER 
IBERAL PROVIDER 


ARE YOU TRUSTING HIM? 














we 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accep and two dol- 

lars for the best one each wee But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ex- 
a the conditions of this department, The 

of lessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in ye 2 Failure 
to note the conditions means good illus- 
trations are constantly having to be 1 = rejected by 
= editors, which might o e avail- 


Tllustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times | a full months in advance ot the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


in view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

God Doesn’t Reckon “Astronomically.” 
—So God created man in his own image 
(Gen. 1:27a). A leading British sci- 
entist wrote in one of our well-known 
newspapers concerning ‘the vastness of 
the universe as. known to modern as- 


September 20, 1941 


tronomy, and somewhat despisingly 
asked, “Astronomically speaking, what 
is man?” A reader replied, begging 
to inform him that “‘astronomically 
speaking,’ man is the astronomer! ... 
Men can measure worlds swung out in 
space; but who can measure the breadth 
and lengths and depths and heights of 
one human soul? ... The biggest of the 
stars is blind. It can be seen, but can- 
not see. It can be weighed and meas- 
ured and analyzed, but it cannot know 
or feel. It may be admired, but it can- 
not love. What means the biggest star 
to an omnipotent God when compared 
with a soul made in the very image of 
God Himself?”—From “The Best Word 
Ever,” by J. Sidlow Baxter. Sent by 
E. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex; Eng. 


Do We Walk Like Our Father?—So 
God created man in his own image 
(v. 27a). A father and son arrived ina 
small Western town looking for an uncle 
whom they had never seen. Suddenly 
the father pointed across the square to 
a man who was walking away from 
them and exclaimed, “There goes my 
uncle.” But his son asked, “How do 
you know? You have not seen his face.” 
The man answered, “Son, I know him 
because he walks exactly like my 
father.” If God’s image is upon the 
Christian he will walk like his Heavenly 
Father—From Baptist Young People’s 
Union Quarterly., Sent by Mrs. S. J. 
Beeker, Newport, Ky. 


When Gold Is the Spur.—No man can 
serve two masters (Matt. 6:24). It is 
very necessary that we keep out of our 
hearts the greed for gold. Inevitably 
such greed will spoil all our finer and 
nobler work. The hand of the writer, 
the hand of the artist, the voice of the 
minister, the voice of the statesman will 
be affected by it. Leonardo da Vinci 
tells this finely illustrative story: “Not 
infrequently the lust for gold brings 
even the great masters down to the 
level of craftsmen, Thus my country- 
man and comrade, Perugino the Floren- 
tine, arrived at such rapidity of execu- 
tion that once he replied to his wife 
who called him to dinner, ‘Serve the 
soup while I paint one more saint!’"— 
From Watchman-Examiner. Sent by 
Eben M. Cary, Dayton, Ohio. 


No Limit in God’s Partnership.—Be- 
hold the fowls of the air: ... your 
heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye 
not much better than they? (v. 26). A 
millionaire agreed to go into a business 
partnership with a young mechanic 
whom he believed would make good, 
and this young fellow was much elated 
because he thought that man’s millions 
would be at the disposal of the busi- 
ness; but when the legal papers were 
drawn up by the millionaire’s attorney 
they called for the word “Limited.” It 
was the firm of “So and So, Ltd.,” and 
the charter showed very clearly that the 
millionaire was responsible only to the 
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extent of $5,000. Your Senior Partner 
owns all the silver and the gold and the 
cattle upon a thousand hills, and if you 
are true to Him He will tax the re- 
sources of the universe if necessary to 
see you through—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Alice L. Cary, 
Dayton, Ohio. 


Who Told the Hen?—Your heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye have need of all 
these things (v. 32). John Brentz, a 
friend .of Luther, and one of the stal- 
warts of the Reformation, incurred the 
hatred of Charles V who made many at- 
tempts to kill the minister. Hearing 
that a troop of Spanish cavalry was on 
the way to arrest him, he cast himself 
upon God in prayer. At once the guid- 
ance came: “Take a loaf of bread and 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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go into the upper town and where thou 
findest a door open, enter and hide thy- 
self under the roof.” He acted accord- 
ingly, found the only open door, and 
hid himself in the loft. For fourteen 
days he lay there while the search con- 
tinued. The one loaf of bread would 
have been insufficient, but day by day, 
a-hen came up to the garret, and laid 
an egg without cackling. ‘The fifteenth 
day it did not come, but John Brentz 
heard the people in the street say, “They 
are gone at last,” and he came out.— 
Source unknown. Sent by Jane B. 
James, Toronto, Can. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


“You Can’t Defeat That Prayer !”— 
Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you (v. 33). A 
lawyer came to his client and said he 
could not prosecute a certain claim. “I 
stepped into the little hall, and through 
a crack in the door I saw on the bed 
an old woman. She said: ‘Come, Father, 
now begin. I’m all ready.” Down on 
his knees by her side went the old 
white-haired man. First he reminded 
God that they were still His submissive 
children, and that whatever He saw fit 
to bring upon them they would accept. 
It would be hard for them to be home- 
less in their old age. How different it 
would have been if at least one of the 
boys had been spared! Then he quoted 
several promises assuring the safety of 
those who put their trust in God. Last 
of all he prayed for God’s blessing on 
those who were demanding justice.” 
“Afraid to defeat the old man’s prayer?” 
asked the client.. Said the lawyer, “You 
couldn’t defeat that prayer! My mother 
used to sing, ‘God moves in a mysterious 
way.’” “Well, my mother used to sing 
that, too,” said the client. “You can 
call in the morning and tell Mother and 
him that the claim has been met.”—From 
the Alliance Weekly. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


One Cry in a Thousand.—Our Father 
which art in heaven (Golden Text). Dr. 
Forsythe told the story of a friend of his 
who was taken over a sheep farm in 
Australia at the time of, shearing, and 
how the guide took one little lamb from 
a pen and placed it in a huge enclosure 
with some thousands of sheep, where 
the noise of the bleating sheep and the 
shouting of the shearers was deafening. 
The larnb remained still for a moment, 
then it cried, and its cry was answered 
by the mother at the other end. of the 
enclosure, along which the lamb walked 
to its mother, who came to meet it. “Do 
not imagine that you are beyond the 
reach of God,” said the doctor. “He 
sees you as if there. were no other child 
in the whole world.”—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Josephine 
A. Kinzly, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


* 757 


Say, Fellows, — 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: “Knowing the Father.” 


Discussion: Name some of the* various 
conceptions of God. 


Objective: Acts 17:27, 28. 











AY, fellows, comparatively few 

Christians really know God the 
Father as He has made it possible for 
them to know Him, and wants them to 
know Him. When, as a lad, I first began 
to realize that I was a sinner I was afraid 
of God. I thought if I should suddenly 
meet Him in the road I would run. I 
had that sense of His holiness, His jus- 
tice, and His stern judgments that rnade 
me tremble to think of being caught 
with Him alone. I did not feel that 
way about Jesus. I thought if I should 
see Jesus coming down the path I would 
quicken my steps to meet Him, for I 
would see a smile of recognition on His 
face; I would hear my own name on His 
lips, and I would lose no time parking 
my hand in that kindly, friendly, lov- 
ing grasp of His. I was right about 
Jesus. I was wrong about God. 

Most people misunderstand God. The 
disciples could not understand Him. 
They heard Jesus speaking of “our 
heavenly Father,” “your heavenly 
Father,” “my heavenly Father”; and one 
day Philip exclaimed, “Lord, shew us 
the Father, and it sufficeth us”! Doubt- 
less he was expressing the wish of the 
other disciples, too. Jesus, with an ex- 
pression of pain, I imagine, said, Oh, 
Philip, is it possible you have been with 
Me all this time and you have not seen 
the Father? Why, Philip, when you see 
me ministering to the poor and needy, 
healing the sick, giving sight to the 
blind, speech to the dumb, hearing to 
the deaf, bringing the dead to life, and 
giving joy in the place of sorrow; when 
you witness that, Philip, you are seeing 
the Heavenly Father in action. And 
not far hence, Philip, one day (if you 
will stay close by) you will see me be- 
ing nailed to the cross by my enemies, 
and you will hear me say, “Father, for- 
give them; for they know not what they 
do”! You will then be looking right 
into the great, wide open, loving heart 
of God the Father! 

Ever since I read Jesus’ story of the 
so-called “prodigal” son, I have had a 
different conception of my Heavenly 
Father. I think of Him much as I think 
of Jesus: as One who is always holding 
out His arms toward me; always willing 
to take me back into His love and con- 
fidence when I have sinned, and am 
sorry, and confess it; always ready to 
back me up and enable me to start 
anew and make a better record. Up to 
this point He is like a faithful, loving 
earthly parent; but He is far more than 
that! He has the infinite power and the 
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resources that no earthly parent could 
ever have. My mother and father might 
go the limit and even give their lives 
for me, but that would be insufficient 
and would fail to meet my need. God, 


my Heavenly Father, also died for me, 


on the cross (in the person of His only. 
begotten Son), which made salvation 


and eternal life possible to me, which’ 


fills my most vital need. No earthly 
parent could do that. And my Heavenly 
Father, who created and owns the uni> 
verse, will tax the utmost resources of 
that universe to see me through to vic- 
tory over everything I have to fight, 
whether it be physical conditions, finan- 
cial, social,-or the arch enemy of my 


soul who fights within the walls of my 


own heart. 

It is a wonderful thing to know this 
to be true. It gives a fellow fresh cour- 
age and staying powers. It keeps him 
from surrendering to the enemy. It 
enables him to make a complete. sur- 
render to the Lord Jesus Christ and 
makes it possible for him to say with 
all confidence: “I know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that He is 
able to keep that which I have com- 
mitted unto him against that day” (2 
Tim, 1:12). 

AVON Park, FLA. 


we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





| 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—Know God as Father. Realize 
His presence. 

Visual Aids.—Thitteen world-famous - 
Bible prints, illustrating the lessons of 
the Fourth Quarter, may be obtained from 
David C. Cook Publishing Compatiy, El- 
gin, Mlinois, for twenty-five cents a_ set. 
For an object lesson today, seat the class 
in a circle, and place a globe on the floor 
where all can see. : 

Memory Verse.—‘‘My God shall supply 
all your need according to his riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus’ (Phil. 4:19). 











‘ HAT is your conception of God?” 
asked a teacher of a young peo- 
ple’s class which I was visiting. =-3 
Hear some of the answers: “God ‘is 
the great, creative power that made the 
universe.” “He judges people who do 
wrong.” “I think of God as a kind 
father.” 
To what extent were these young folks 
right? Let us examine their answers. 


Gop Is THE CREATOR 


We shall set this globe on the floor 
so that we may take an imaginary sky- 
view of earth. If we were able to watch 
the pregress of creation, we would notice 
that at long last “God saw every thing 
that he had made, and, behold, it was 
very good” (Gen. 1:26-31). Beauties of 
land and sea stretched around the earth. 
Beasts played together in the forests, 
birds sailed. gracefully through the air, 
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and fish darted through-the waters. In 
the Garden walked a man and woman, 
fashioned: after ‘God’s own image, with 
glory-covered bodies, senses tuned to 
His, minds that grasped» His thoughts, 
and hearts responsive to His love. This 
scene satisfied the Creator. 


Gop Is a JuDGE 


But, you say, the Bible emphasizes 
God’s wrath and judgment. Yes, God 
is a Judge because He is just. When 
the Enemy eventually succeeded in 
ruining Eden and turning the minds of 
God’s people away from God, then all 
that which had been “very good” lost 
its perfection. Earthquakes shook the 
mountains; seas were enraged; and wind, 
rain, and fire wrecked the beauty of cre- 


ation. Man and woman, in dying bodies ~ 


commenced .to subdue the earth. As 
their. senses lost contact. with Heaven, 
their former realization of God’s_ pres- 
ence. became, through. the -generations, 
only. a dim, hopeless corruption of the 
past (Rom. 1:18-32; Isa. 64:6). 

When you are accustomed to cleanli- 
ness and beauty, you feel like’ pushing 
all unloveliness “as far as the east is 
from the west,” and. since the days of 
Eden that has been God’s desire (Psa. 
103: 12). 

Picture, here on this earth, the wee 
being that is you. .As God looks at. you 
He must judge. No, He does not, when 
you, fail to please Him, want to push 
you far away; but He does want. that 
body He created, now occupied by earth 
affairs,.to be occupied for Him (Rom. 
12:1). He wants to refresh your thoughts 
with His (Isa. 55:8), and ‘to give you a 
glorious new nature (Col. 3:10). Against 
your will, though, God has no drill so 
powerful that it can penetrate the en- 
casement of your heart, and not until 
you behold the contrast of His righteous- 
ness with your unfitness will you want 
what God wants you to have (Psa. 40:8). 


Gop Is A FATHER 


Immediately, then, you become God’s 
child, with. your name in His Family 
Register. He becomes moré to you than 
Creator and Judge. He ‘is your Father 
who Geélights to make you glad. 

In His original plan of creation God 
did not give plants and animals the abil- 
ity to carry on apart from His care 
(Matt. 6:24-34). It was upon man alone 
that He bestowed.’power of choice and 
creative -talent- No matter, though, 
what man does with :his worldly skill, 
he never- reaches a poirit where he is 
adequate apart from MHeaven’s care 
(Matt. 5:45). ‘The ever-present, child- 
like yearnings of human hearts cannot 
be satisfied without the Father-love of 
God. For man’s need God has “an ever- 
normal. granary” completely equipped 
with “his riches in glory ‘by Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). His ‘ear is always 
open to hear your requests, and to your 
prayer he -replies, “If ye shall ask any 
thing- in‘ my-name, I will ‘do it” (John 
14:14): °° ah) ee 
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“Bless the Lord; O my soul: and all 
that is within me, bless his holy name !” 

Daily Devotionals: List in your note- 
books each day one of the following 
Scripture references, and tell how it 
reveals the fatherly love of God. Learn 
Luke 19:10. (Isa. 64:8; Exod. 34:4-7; Psa. 
103:1-13; Isa. 40:27-31; Matt. 22:35-38; 
John 14; 20-23; 1 John 1:1-4.) 

ALPAUS, CALIF. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


EGIN by checking the answers to 

tL’ questions given out last week, 
elaborating the answers orally by fur- 
ther questioning to include the essential 
ideas of each event. When taking up 
questions 3 and 4, review what was 
learned about the Devil in Lesson 12. 
There may be further. suggestions for 
the lists begun last Sunday on “Christ 
or Diana?” You may wish to make a 
third list, on the blackboard for in- 
stance, of results if the girl were not a 
Christian and really chose to worship 
Diana, that is, follow the Devil. This 
list might include: saving her life from 
the lions, judgment, hell. Differentiate 
between hell as used in Revelation to 
mean Hades, the place where departed 
spirits cf the unbelieving dead await 
their resurrection, and hell as used in 
present-day parlance to signify “the lake 
of fire.” Close this part of the lesson 
with a unison quotation of Romans 6: 23, 
displaying the illustrative poster if you 
made one the first quarter. 

Call for the recitation of the books 
of the New Testament, if you wish to 
review them as suggested in the last 
article. 

Do any of you have an older brother 
or sister taking geometry in high school? 
We are going to use some geometry in 
the lessons this quarter. I am sure we 
know something about it already, even 
though we are not in high school. What 
do we cali this? (Draw a square on the 
blackboard, then a triangle, a rectangle, 
a circle, ana a star.) I think we shall 
want at least two of these today. I am 
going to begin with a triangle, an equi- 
lateral triangle. Equilateral means that: 
the three sides are all the same length. 
(Using ruler and compasses, draw on a 
chart an equilateral triangle standing’ 
on an apex. Print “GOD” inside the 
triangle.) God isn’t shaped like a tri- 
angle, but I think the triangle will help 
us understand Him in one way. You 
know when we sing, “Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow,” that the last 
words are “Father, Son, and Holy. 
Ghost.” There is only one God, as this 
triangle is one thing, but God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, 
or Holy Spirit, are, we may say, the 
three sides of God. You know we some- 
times say a person is showing his good 
side or his bad side or his funny side. 
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So God has different ways of showing, 
or revealing, Himself to us. (Label the 
sides of the triangle, writing “Father” 
on the top, “Son” and “Holy Spirit” on 
the other two. Our first three lessons 
are about these three sides of God. We 
will begin with Father—God our 
Heavenly Father. 

As a Father, God wanted a family to 
share His Home, children whom He 
could love and care for, children who 
would love Him and obey Him. But He 
wasn’t going to make people be in His 
family unless they wanted to be. (Did 
you have any chance to decide whether 
you wanted to be born into the Smith 
family, John?) 

Who was the first man? Was he born? 
No, but he had a beginning, didn’t he? 
There was a time when he hadn’t been 
made. Now, what about God? Did He 
have a beginning, too? Was there a 
time when there wasn’t any God? See 
Psalm 90:2. One way to explain the 
puzzling idea of no beginning is to say 
that God has a special kind of life. It 
didn’t have to be made and have a 
beginning like everything else around 
us. And likewise it has no ending. It 
just is, and is, and is, and never changes. 
It is perfect life. We call it eternal 
life. We will make another chart for 
this idea. What figure shall I use? 
(With compasses draw a circle. Paste 
a gold disk of the correct size, previously 
prepared, on the circle. Print above the 
circle “Gop’s LiFe” and below it 
“ETERNAL LiFe.”) 1 Why is the circle 
gold? In Revelation we saw how holy 
and glorious God is. 

Assign for daily Bible readings the 
references given for this lesson, and ask 
for a list of things they tell about God 
as a Father. 





1This chart and the teaching connected with 
it is an adaptation of “‘The Gospel from the 
Biological Standpoint,’’ by Mary E. McDon- 
ough, Brookline, Mass. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 755) 


1. No, God is the Creator of all; but He 
is Father only to those who become His 
children through faith in His Son (1 John 
5:1, 2; John 1:12). 

2. Man, like God, has a threefold nature, 
— body, mind, spirit (1 Thess. 5:23). A 
born-again person is given a new nature 
to replace his sin-infected heritage (Eph. 
4:24; Col. 3:10). 


3. We need a second birth because 


sin 
has alienated us from God, so that we 
do not know Him as Father until we are 


born again. 


4. As Creator God brought all things into 
being, but He is Father of those who par- 
take of the divine nature. 


5. God pities and forgives all who come 
in humility to Him (Psa. 103:13). He takes 
care of those who will accept His care 
(1 Pet. 5:7; Isa. 40:27-31). 

6. No, but our plans should be subject to 
God’s guidance, and food and clothing 
should never be the center of the life of 
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the Christian. Verse 32 tells us our Father 
knows we have need of temporal things. 

7. No, it is presumption on our part. 

8. For the Christian to worry is doubt; it 
shows lack of trust in our Heavenly Father 
to care for us. The unsaved should worry, 
for he has no hope. 


9. Faith in the Father is trust in Him 
who as a Father has promised to care for 
His children. 

10. The Christian should “seek .. . first 
the kingdom of God, and his righteous- 
ness.” That is, put first things first. Give 
God His rightful place in the life, and walk 
in obedience to His revealed will. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


E HAVE just had a Sunday School 
Congress at Mt. Hermon, Cali- 
fornia, with many wonderful suggestions 
for Primary teachers, and all the others, 
and I think the thing emphasized most 
was memorizing the Scripture. A num- 
ber of plans were given for interesting 
the children in doing the memorizing, 
and I am going to give you the benefit 
of some of them in this column, and of 
some others I have come across. 
Several use nicely printed verse cards 
which they give to the children. When 
the child has learned the verse, he 
brings back the card and receives an- 
other, and so on until he has committed 
to memory five verses, when he is given 
a Gospel of John. After he has learned 
twenty-five verses, he is given a Bible. 
This not only gives him the verses in 
his memory, but the Bible in a home 
that may not have had one before. 
Another suggests having a “spell-down” 
on verses, after a number of the children 
have learned a good number, making it 
a public meeting with the parents as 
guests. This, too, has the advantage of 
interesting the whole family and getting 
God’s Word into their hearts. Remem- 
ber, “The entrance of thy words giveth 
light” (Psa. 119:130a); “For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it 
is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth” (Rom. 1:16). 
Your words and mine will have little 
effect, but,God’s Word is all powerful. 
Kathryn was just four, and she fol- 
lowed her mother around asking ques- 
tions, questions about everything. Some 
of them could be answered, and some 
couldn’t. Mother answered and explained 
all that she could, but there were limits 
to her knowledge, and then she would 
say, “Darling, I don’t know.” At first 
the child was stopped at this answer of 
her mother’s, but one day she came back 
with this reply, in a soothing tone of 
voice, “Never mind, Mother dear, I'll 
ask Daddy when he gets home. My 
Daddy knows everything.” When she 
wanted something done which she could 
not do, nor her mother, she passed it 
by lightly with the remark, “When Daddy 
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comes home, he'll fix it for me. My 
Daddy can do everything.” 

We smile, with a bit of heartache, 
for we know the time came when Daddy, 
wonderful though he may have been, 
failed, and her childlike faith was 
broken. She found that there were 
things her daddy didn’t know and 
couldn’t do. But what a picture of the 

. faith every one of God’s children should 
have in the Heavenly Father. What an 

_ opportunity to turn the boundless faith 
of childhood to the Father in Heaven, 
who CAN do everything, and who does 
KNOW everything, In the case of this 
particular child, this was done, and to- 
day, as a woman grown, she has as im- 
plicit faith in the Heavenly Father as 
she had then in her daddy. 

A good illustration for the blackboard 
or Scripturegraph board would be sev- 
eral pictured sparrows. The children the 
country over know sparrows are not 
worth much. Yet God provides food for 
them, and He says not one falls to the 
ground without His knowing about it. 
You are far more valuable than many 
sparrows. Even the hairs on your head 
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are numbered. God knows all about 
you, more than you know about your- 
self, far more. He cares about every- 
thing that happens to pal (Matt. 10: 
29-31). 

The very most wonderful thing is that 
not one thing can happen to you, -if 
you are God’s child, not one thing can 
happen that God does not allow, and if 
He lets trouble come, it is for our good. 
Don’t we all, teachers and children, need 
to be reminded of this in these trou- 
blous days? Terrible things are hap- 
pening all over the world, but God’s 
children are being blessed, even in the 
midst of death and destruction. Try to 
show your children how to put their 
hand in God’s hand, and trust Him even 


more than they do their own earthly 


father, — but you cannot teach them this 
if your own heart is fearful and doubt- 
ing. 

Are you trusting Him, or is your heart 
failing you for fear, today? 

Mopesto, CALIF. 
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ISS RUTH PAXSON, well-known 

missionary and Bible teacher, tells 
of having been invited to the home of a 
wealthy friend for a time of fellowship 
and rest. Thinking to make Miss Pax- 
son’s stay just as restful as possible, the 
friend arranged to have her occupy a 
little suite of rooms in a wing of the 
house somewhat removed from the liv- 
ing quarters of the family. But after 
Miss Paxson had been met at the sta- 
tion and had been taken to her apart- 
ment, she discovered that, through the 
negligence of one of the servants, the 
door that led from her apartment to 
the other parts of the house had been 
locked. She was free to come and go 
in her rooms as she willed, but she was 
shut out of the family life of the home. 
How disappointed the Lord Jesus must 
be when we admit Him into our lives 
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but. exclude Him from this or that de- 
partment or activity. Oh, yes, He dwells 
within our hearts because, in faithful- 
ness, He comes in when we accept Him 
as our Saviour. But are there some 
rooms into which He cannot enter? It 
may be the room of pleasure, or of 
business, or of friends, or of plans. But 
what a tragedy it is when we lock even 
one door and refuse to admit Him to 
that part of our life. 
4 
The Ten. Commandments remind us 
that God is a “jealous God.” He tol- 
erates no other god in the place that 


. belongs to Him alone. Perhaps we have 


thought. of the first and second com- 
mandments as referring only to idols of 
wood or stone. But the commandment 
goes far deeper than this. The idol of 
self, or of pleasure, or of some friend, 
or of some honor at school, or of social 
success may be just as effective in 
crowding God out of His rightful place 
in our hearts as any physical idol might 
be. Even covetousness,—the desire for 
that which rightfully belongs to another, 
— may be idolatry, as Colossians 3:5 
shows us. God’s jealousy is not selfish. 
He wants first place because He knows 
that only when He is first can we have 
and enjoy His richest blessings. 
pd 

God’s call to us is to present our 
“bodies [our every faculty] a living sac- 
rifice, holy, and acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service” (Rom. 
12:1). This includes all that we are and 
all that we have. It is not that we are 
to get rid of material possessions, — al- 
though sometimes God may want us to 
do this, just as the Lord Jesus asked 
the young man to go and sell all that 
he had and give to the poor. But it 
does mean that all that we aré and have 
are put at God’s disposal, to do with as 
He will, It includes our wills, our time, 
our strength and energy, our work, our 
pleasures, our friends, and everything 
that touches our lives. Dr. Griffith 
Thomas used to say, “Unless Christ is 
Lord of ali, He is not Lord at all.” If 
there is a single thing, a single depart- 
ment of our lives, that we are with- 
holding from the Lord Jesus, then we 
cannot truly call Him Lord. 

+4 

God’s call to us is not for one day in 
the week, or for one hour each day. 
The whole of our time is to be placed 
at His disposal and direction. Perhaps 
we have thought that only pastors and 
missionaries were called to full-time 
service. This is not correct. Each of 
us who has heard God’s call has been 
summoned to full-time service for Him. 
Oh, there are many of us that He may 
never send to the mission field, or call 
to the ministry. But He wants every 
moment of our time surrendered and 
yielded to Him so that He can direct us 
at any time to do what He wishes. Only 
then can we do all that we do to His 
honor and glory (Col. 3:17; 1 Cor. 10:31). 
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We need not be concerned about dis- 
loyalty to earthly employers, or to. our 
friends, or to our family, if we have so 
yielded our lives to Christ. If it is His 
will for us to have daily employment, 
or to attend school, or to have duties 
about the home, He will see to it that 
His demands upon our time do not in- 
terfere. In fact, He will make the time 
devoted to such duties even richer and 
more efficient than we can ever hope to 
make them in our own strength. Brother 
Lawrence, whose book, “The Practice of 
the Presence of God” (can be secured 
from the Times Book Service, 1721 
Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, cloth, 
60 cents; paper, 15 cents), has been go 
helpful to many Christians, found that 
the simple duties of marketing and peel- 
ing. potatoes were not interfered with 
when he learned the secret of yielding 
all to the Lord Jesus. On the contrary, 
these duties became filled with new joy 
and new meaning, as he became con- 
scious of God’s presence with him in 
the performance of them. 

4 

Can we not, too, learn the lesson that 
God does not want mere things? He 
is not interested in our lip service, in 
our gifts of money, in our patronage. 
He does not value our church member- 
ship, or even our teaching of a Sunday 
school class, or sharing the responsibil- 
ity of our young people’s society, if He 
does not have our hearts. Let us say 
this very day that we will yield to Him 
all that we have and are, and from 
henceforth we will look to Him to di- 
rect our time, our pleasure, our giving, 
our church and friends, not merely on 
Sunday, but on every day of the week. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Neighbors in the Hills 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


<4 EASE, Mohammed Din, not quite 
so fast!” 

The plea of the missionaries fell on 
deaf ears, as Mohammed Din drove even 
more furiously along the narrow, wind- 
ing hill roads. He was trying to reach 
his destination before sundown, when a 
pistol shot would signal to the faithful 
followers of the prophet that their fast 
was ended for the day. It was the time 
of Ramazan, when for a month all Mo- 
hammedans are supposed, between sun- 
rise and sunset, to let no food or drink 
pass their lips. Mohammed Din’s mouth 
was parched, and his stomach very 
empty. So as he recklessly drove the 
rickety car over the perilous mountain 
roads, the missionaries held their breath, 
and prayed for safety. Finally, as the 
sun was touching the Himalayas with 
a last rosy glow, the old car stopped 
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before the travelers’ rest bungalow, 
which was to be the missionaries’ stop- 
ping place for some days. 

“Good !” said Mohammed Din. “Now I 
can eat!” 

The missionaries looked at the tower- 
ing mountains which appeared stern and 
forbidding in the fading light. Here 
and there villages nestled among the 
foothills. The houses were built close 
against the hillsides, the flat roofs of 
the lower houses being used as pathways 
to reach those above. Here lived the 
sturdy Indian hill people —Mohamme- 
dans all, in these villages; bigoted and 
proud and suspicious of foreigners. Few, 
if any, among them had heard the story 
of Christ’s love, and it was because of 
this the missionaries had come, hoping 
that to some they might be the mes- 
sengers of salvation through Christ. 

Their entrance into the nearest vil- 
lage the next day created almost as 
much excitement as does the arrival of 
a circus in an American town. Chil- 
dren followed in crowds, and the eyes 
of curious, but shy, women peered from 
the shelter of small courtyards. Men 
were bold enough, but too proud or sus- 
picious to show much interest in the 
strange foreign women. 

“Come in here!” called a tall, fine- 
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looking woman, and the missionaries, 
accepting her invitation, entered one of 
the courtyards. It was the home of 
Resham Bibi, who,.because she was the 
wife of the Mohammedan maulvie, or 
religious teacher, was known as the 
“first lady” of the village. 

“What brings you to our village?” 
Resham Bibi asked, a little suspiciously. 
“Where have you come from? What 
do you want with us?” 

“We have come from Shahkot, not so 
many miles away, and we have brought 
some Good News,” replied the mission- 
aries. “It is written in the Book we 
have brought along. Would you like 
us to read to you from it?” 

“What book is that?” inquired Resham 


~Bibi, still with some suspicion. “We 


have a book, our holy Koran.” 

“This Book is spoken of by your 
prophet Mohammed in the Koran,” was 
the reply. “It is the New Testament, 
and your prophet commends it. Do we 
have permission to read?” 

By this time a number of women 
neighbors, babies astride their broad 
hips, and pushing, crowding children 
had gathered in the courtyard. 

“Yes, read,” said Resham Bibi. “Sit 
here where the sun is warm. The days 
are beginning to get cold.” 

“Since Shahkot is not so very far dis- 
tant from your village, we are really 
neighbors,” began the missionaries, “so 
perhaps we might read you a story about 
neighbors from this Book. It was told 
by our Lord Jesus when He lived on 
this earth. This is the way it runs: 
‘A certain man was going down to Jeri- 
cho; and he fell among robbers, who 
both stripped him and beat him, and 
departed, leaving him half dead. And 

. a certain priest was going down 
that way: and when he saw him, he 
passed by on the other side. ... But 
a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, 
came where he was: and when he saw 
him, he was moved with compassion, 
and came to him, and bound up his 
wounds ... and he set him on his own 
beast, and brought him to an inn, and 
took care of him.” 

“That didn’t happen in our country, 
did it?” asked one of the listeners. “In 
this hill country we don’t help strangers 
that way. We have too many enemies 
among the other tribes. Why, when my 
uncle from the village of Kotgarh was 
traveling to the village of Hazro, he slip- 
ped and fell down the ravine. Did any of 
those merciless tribesmen offer to help 
him? They did not, because for years 
we have had no dealings ‘with them. 
My uncle said...” 

Another woman had slipped into the 
crowd quictly, and had listened intently. 
Now she interrupted. 

“This story which the white woman 
told I have heard before,” she said. 
“When my son got mixed up in that 
fracas with those ill-natured tribesmen 
from back in the hills, and was hurt 
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badly, you remember we took him to 
Shahkot to the hospital.” 


“To Shahkot?” exclaimed Resham 
Bibi. “Why, sure enough, I remember 
about it now. That is where these 


strangers come from.” 

“Yes, to the Shahkot hospital,” con- 
tinued the newcomer. “There we found 
a most kind doctor, and others who 
ministered to my son as if he were a 
friend, not a stranger. There I heard 
from the lips of an Indian woman who 
read from a book, this same story of 
the man who gave help to the stranger 
he had never before seen. And the 
woman who read called this good friend 
the Good Samaritan, and she told me 
(for you know I cannot read) that over 
the entrance to the hospital are written 
the words: The Good Samaritan Hos- 
pital.” 

“Yes, that is true,” agreed the mis- 
sionaries. “Did you hear anything else 
from the lips of the woman who read?” 

“Indeed, yes, she read every day to 
those who would listen, sweet words 
about the Prophet Jesus.” 

“T, too, know that place of healing,” 
spoke up another woman. “My sister’s 
husband’s maternal aunt was there. She 
had a terrible pain, as if something were 
eating her liver. So she went to the 
hospital, and the doctor put her to 
sleep, and cut the pain right out.” 

“Listen again,” said the missionaries. 
“We will read more, and perhaps you, 
sister, will recognize something else you 
heard at the hospital. Are we not all 
like the poor traveler of this Book, 
beaten by sin, helpless to help ourselves? 
But One there is who has had pity on 
us, and can help us. It is the Lord 
Jesus, who gave His life that we might 
live.” 

Resham Bibi, who felt her responsi- 
bility as the maulvie’s wife, was becom- 
ing a little uneasy. “We have our own 
prophet,” she finally said. “Let us hear 
no more about your prophet Jesus.” 

“Oh, but they are good words,” pro- 
tested the other woman. “At the hospital 
we met with nothing but kindness. 
These are good people, and what they 
say is worth listening to. ... Do tell us 
more.” 

In her heart Resham Bibl really did 
want to hear. After all, there seemed 
nothing harmful in what these white 
strangers had said. And, too, the blessed 
prophet Mohammed (peace to his name) 
did speak well of the New Testament. 

“Well, read more,” she said. 

So the precious seed, which is the 
Word, was sown that day in the little 
village nestled among the -foothills of 
the Himalayas. Perhaps these mission- 
aries would never know the results of 
that sowing, but it was with thanksgiv- 
ing for an unusual opportunity that they 
left the village. Not always were they 
permitted to speak so freely the mes- 
sage of the Gospel to dyed-in-the-wool 
Mohommedans. In their hearts was a 
deep joy, and a hope springing from the 
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blessed promise that kept recurring to 

their minds: “My word ... that goeth 

forth out of my mouth .. . shall not 

return unto me void, but it shall accom- 

plish that which I please, and it shall 

prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” 
NEw WILMINGTON, Pa. 


w 
A Twelfth-Century Hymn Writer 


(Continued from second page) 


habits and amusements ceases to be a 
problem when Jesus Christ is all in all. 
Give Him your heart; ask Him to fill 
it; and, in Dr. Chalmer’s apt phrase, 
you will know “the expulsive power of 
a new affection.” 

Then, in Bernard we further see the 
charm of a Christ-fragrant life. All his 
mysticism centers in Christ. And no 
one can occupy himself continually with 
the altogether lovely One without re- 
ceiving something of the fragrance of 
the lovely Christ. So marked was this 
in Bernard that he had an almost irre- 
sistible charm over people in influencing 
them Christward. This appears first 
when he entered upon the monastic 
life. With him went an uncle and two 
brothers who could not resist his earnest 
appeals. 

After two years in the Monastery of 
Citeaux, Bernard was sent with twelve 
others to found a monastery in the 
desert region known as Wormwood Val- 
ley. The chief purpose was to minister 
to the souls of the people among whom 
the monks would live. Much arduous 
work succeeded at last in transforming 
that robber-infested, drear, and swampy 
valley of Wormwood into “Clairvaux,” 
the bright valley. There Bernard di- 
rected the life of the monastery, and 
there he wrote the hymn “Jesu dulcis 
memoria,” from part of which our hymn, 
“Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee,” has 
been translated. Here, too, he was sought 
as spiritual adviser by hundreds of 
needy souls. 

So mighty a preacher was he, so po- 
tent in winning men to Christ, that when 
he went out to preach mothers and 
wives, we are told, hid husbands and 
sons for fear that this Christ-fragrant 
saint should charm them into following 
him into the monastic life. His influ- 
ence as a peacemaker in those turbulent 
feudal days was a great blessing. Men 
remarked upon “his angelic counte- 
nance, his dove-like eyes, and his benev- 
olent smile.” They felt the force of 
his earnestness; they saw the Christlike- 
ness of his life and were mightily in- 
fluenced by it. The sweetness of Christ 
filled his breast and communicated itself 
to his own spirit. Men knew that here 
was one who had been with the Lord 
Jesus and learned of Him. 

The Christ-absorbed soul need have 
no worry about influence. Occupation 
with Him makes a Christ-fragrant life, 
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the very winsomeness of which will 
reach men where other things fail. : 

The purity of the Christ-mastered is 
found in Bernard’s life, too. Contem- 
plative mystic that he was, he yet played 
a leading part, we have said, in the 
stirring events of the times. But eccle- 
siastical and political activity did not 
spoil him. Luther called him, “the best 
monk that ever lived.” Yet he was not 
free from mistakes. His biggest mis- 
take was his active promotion of re- 
cruiting for the Crusades. All Europe 
was stirred by his fervent appeals and 
men by the thousands went on that ill- 
fated mission to which he called them. 
In this enthusiasm Bernard was the 
child of his age, and we can see that 
his age was mistaken. But in justice 
to him we should remember that he 
looked on the great pilgrimage of the 
Crusaders “chiefly as the means of a 
spiritual awakening, and valued even 
the recovery of the sepulchre from the 
Infidel little in comparison with the re- 
covery of souls from Satan.” His Christ- 
like spirit appears in his checking of a 
fanatical monk who sought to turn 
the crusading enthusiasm against the 
Jews. 

With the failure of the Crusades there 
was severe criticism leveled against 
Bernard, but no critic could question the 
sincerity and purity of motive with 
which the abbot had championed the 
cause that had failed. If his judgment 
were mistaken, at least his motives were 
right. But for purity of motive one 
must be Christ-mastered, doing all as 
unto Him and for His glory. Our work 
may have about it the defects due to 
ignorance and mistaken judgment, but 
it will be sound at heart, pure in motive, 
if our souls are Christ-mastered. 

A lengthy Latin poem is the source 
of the two or three hymns translators of 
Bernard have given us. Of these the 
best-loved is, “Jesus, the Very Thought 
of Thee,” full, as it is, of the entrancing 
loveliness of Christ. 

Contemplation of his adorable Lord 
was a secret of Bernard’s Christian life 
from its very beginning. “In these con- 
templations,” he wrote, “I find relief 
from sadness, moderation in success, and 
safety in the royal highway of this life; 
so that I march on between the good and 
the evil, scattering on every side the 
perils by which I am menaced... . I 
have always these things in my mouth, 
as you know, and always in my heart, as 
God knoweth: they are habitually oc- 
curring in my writings, as everyone may 
see: and my most sublime philosophy is 
to know Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” 


we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 


of the two papers. 
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Letters from Readers 




















Lessons Learned in Suffering 


To the Editor: 

The article in your August 2 issue en- 
titled “The Sin of Suicide” is quite inter- 
esting and encouraging. I am sure you are 
aware of the fact that it is not necessary 
to go back as far as our favorite hymn 
writers to find proof that God often makes 
personal affliction the gateway to glorious 
blessing and the revelation of Himself. 

Personally I have learned to know my 
Saviour better through bitter suffering than 
I ever learned to know Him through years 
of Sunday school, church services, Bible 
school training, and active Christian serv- 
ice. It is because I have suffered that I 
know—I KNOW—that my Redeemer 
liveth. 

The enclosed poem is but a small portion 
of my testimony.—Josephine Gilbert. 


ALL-SUFFICIENT 
O Lord, I feel the pain of death just now, 
But Thou, pain’s victory dost not allow; 
Pain comes, and goes, and then I rest; 
Again it comes, and I am blest, 
For Thou art ever near and dear to me; 
If death doth win, I go to be with Thee. 


My chest, O Lord, it is so full, so tight; 
It makes earth’s day to seem as darkest 


night; 

Breath comes so hard, so short, ’tis scarce 
enough, 

And all earth’s pathway then becomes so 
rough; 


But Thou art ever near and dear to me, 
And so I look above and trust in Thee. 


My heart, O Lord, it may have served its 
day; 

It is so weak, and much too tired to play; 

Yet Thou dost live in it; it is Thy throne; 

While I abide on earth, keep it Thine own; 

And though my pain and weakness be 
severe, 

Thy name, O Lord, Thyself, I still revere. 

—Josephine Gilbert. 





Dr. Charles Trumbull 
and God’s Faithfulness 


To the Editor: 

At the time of dear Dr. Trumbull’s Home- 
going, I wanted to get to you a word of 
sorrow and sympathy, yet one of rejoicing 
also because of his blessed translation; and 
with it this little incident that has meant 
so much to me. But for several weeks we 
have not felt able todo all we have longed 
to do. 

It was in Portland, after one of Dr. Trum- 
bull’s evening addresses. He had asked me 
to meet him that evening, and invited me 
to go with him to his room, “where we 
can have a good talk.” To this we replied, 
“No, Doctor, you're tired and need to rest.” 
“Then come on, and we'll walk a little 
while,” he said. As we walked and talked 
together, I unloaded my personal burden on 
that dear burden-bearer for others. Sud- 
denly he took hold of my arm, and we 
stopped under the dim street light on a 
dark street. Taking out his watch, he said 
to me, “Weir, it’s now just ten minutes past 
ten o’clock on this 17th day of the month. 
Right here and now I want you to ask the 
Lord to forgive you for thinking so much 
about your unfaithfulness and for not 
thanking Him for His faithfulness, and 
promise Him you'll praise Him from now 
on. Do this right now!” With his hand 
still gripping my arm, while the very powers 
of darkness seemed taking possession of 
me, I fairly cried out, “But, Doctor, I can’t 
pray.” Nor could I; and in a few minutes 
we parted. 
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All night in my room I struggled against 
the darkness. At 4 o'clock, I reached for 
my Bible, in which I had marked with a 
penciled circle every word “if” in the 8th 
chapter of Romans. Sitting up in bed, I 
erased every one of the circles around the 
“ifs,” and began reading the chapter again. 
Victory was coming, and I cried out, “Oh, 
Lord Jesus, it’s all true,” and I began prais- 
ing Him. Turning to 1 John 1:9, through 
blinding tears, I said to Him, “Oh, Lord 
Jesus, I believe—help Thou my unbelief. 
Forgive my unbelief and ingratitude.” The 
blessed Holy Spirit had again manifested 
Himself, and I began shouting my praises 
to Him to whom I could not pray but a 
few hours before. Dr. Trumbull’s prayers 
were answered, and the blessing of that 
hour has never been forgotten, though the 
enemy at times again brings up that “if.” 

How we loved the dear man, and how we 
miss him and his messages in the columns 


. of the Times !—A. D. Weir, Corvallis, Oreg. 





With the New Books 








Bible Stories in Verse. By Bertha 
Hamilton. (The Gospel Book Store, 187- 
189 N. Lake, Pasadena, Calif., $1.) Dra- 
matic and well-known incidents from 
the Scriptures written in poetic form 
have a special appeal for many young 
people and children. In these poems, 
the meter and rhyme are clear, and thus 
they help to fix the story in the mind. 
The Bible reference is given for each 
poem. Some of the poems are short,: 
others long. All are wholly Scriptural 
and emphasize the great verities of the 
Christian faith, Many may be used as 
recitations or readings for public pro- 
grams of children’s or young people’s 
groups, or in the Sunday school services. 
There are twenty-three poems in the 
book. 


Let the Church Be the Church. By 
Elmer George Homrighausen. (Abing- 
don Press, New York City, $2.) Bible-be- 
lieving Christians who have looked with 
joy for evidence of the return to ortho- 
doxy of Professor Homrighausen will 
be disappointed in this recent product 
from the pen of this professor of Chris- 
tian Education in Princeton Theological 
Seminary. There are plenty of theo- 
logically sound words and phrases, but 
so far from reflecting the system of doc- 
trine taught in the Scriptures, the chief 
current of thought of this book seems 
out of harmony with these good words. 

Man is regarded as the center and 
original mover in religion. Although we 
cannot get along without God, yet “in 
worship we offer ourselves up to him. 
- . . In turn God gives us his grace!” 
(p. 22.) “Self assertion is one of God’s 
gifts to man, implanted in his soul. It 
is the root of his personality.” (p. 152. 
See also p. 145.) The author seems not 
antagonistic to, but ignorant of, the doc- 
trine of sovereign grace (p. 191). God 
is pantheistically identified as “the cre- 
ative order in the world by which life 
goes on” (p. 64). 

Monistic pantheism (identifying God 











Lesson for October 5 


with the universe) is swallowed in one 
draught with Spinoza and the Bible 
saints stirred amiably together. 
noza was called a God-intoxicated man, 
because his conception of the universe 
was monistic and cohered in his con- 
ception of God. The Bible is filled with 
God-intoxicated men...” (p. 69). 

“The extravagant emotionalism of re- 
vivals” and “the mass phychology of 
hell-fire evangelism” are said to produce 
a “repentance” which is “undesirable. 

. In fact it is dangerous” (p. 35). 

“The church can no longer allow all 
sorts of independent agencies to operate 
within its walls ...” (Does he mean in- 
dependent faith missions?) 

Followers of Carl Heim and Lamont 
are often careless about distinguishing 
the literal from the figurative in their 
dimensionalistic theology. Professor 


Homrighausen does not seem to know | 


that height and depth are not two dif- 
ferent dimensions! (pp. 53, 105.) 

The second coming of Christ is said 
to be His “constantly coming in indi- 
vidual and social crises.” 

Jesus is said to have been historically 
“a Galilean of questionable nationality.” 
In His redemptive program “He injected 
a serum of superhuman vitality into the 
hardening arteries of humanity” . (p. 
174f). Universalism is several times sug- 
gested. 

When Professor Homrighausen ex- 
claims, “How repentant Jesus was!” (p. 
36) the devout reader is shocked. But 
when this Princeton professor goes on to 
say, “Repentance is forgiveness. It is 
teachableness,” there is revealed an evi- 
dence no more of unsoundness than of 
theological incompetence. 


Who’s Who, 1941. Macmillan Company, 
New York City, $15.) For 92 years this 
famous handbook and biographical dic- 
tionary has been issued annually. Not- 
withstanding the unusual conditions and 
disturbances in England today, the pub- 
lishers there have been able to send out 
the new edition thoroughly revised and 
brought up-to-date: This work is not 
to be confused with the well-known 
“Who’s Who in America,” for while 
“Who Who’s” is a British publication, it 
covers all parts of the world, not only 
the British Empire, but many persons 
of note in the United States, France, 
Italy, Germany, and other countries. 
There are more than 40,000 brief auto- 
biographies in the 1941 edition. There 
are kings, presidents, dictators, labor 
leaders, artists, scientists, writers, pub- 
lishers, clergymen, explorers, philan- 
thropists, financiers. Each year proofs 
are submitted to its subjects for revision, 
so that the data is as up-to-date as 
possible. There are many changes and 
many new names in this latest volume, 
and no effort has been spared to make 
the work authoritative, accurate, and 
complete. It enables one to keep well 
informed about hundreds of people of 
importance -who are being constantly 
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mentioned in the newspapers, on the 
radio, and in daily conversation. 

An interesting section is that de- 
voted to the Royal Family, giving names, 
titles, dates, and residences, A good 
feature, though perhaps not at once 
thought of, is the advertising section 
which is indexed. Here are given names 
and addresses of many schools, colleges, 
hospitals, charitable organizations, and 
financial institutions. The work contains 
3,510 pages, and is beautifully bound. 
It is almost a necessity in libraries, 
schools, offices, and business houses and 
a welcome addition to the home library. 


Popular Symbolics. The Doctrines of 
the Churches of Christendom and of 
Other Religious Bodies Examined in_the 
Light of Scripture. By Th. Engelder, 
W. Arndt, Th. Graebner, and F. B. 
Mayer. (Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis, Mo., $3.50.) The title given to 
this great work of more than five hun- 
dred pages would convey no adequate 
idea to the ordinary reader of just what 
it covers and its wide range of useful- 
ness as a book of reference. Webster’s 
Dictionary gives the ecclesiastical mean- 
ing of Symbolical books as “books which 
contain the creeds or confessions of 
faith, of churches or religious bodies,” 
and a “Symbolist” as “one who regards 
the elements of the Eucharist as mere 
symbols and not as the bod and blood 
of Christ.” This explains not only the 
title but the viewpoint of the book. 

The work is a Lutheran handbook, and 
interprets the creeds of other denomi- 
nations in the light of its own doctrinal 
position. It refers all to the teaching 
of Scripture, to which it holds. alle- 
giance in no vague or uncertain terms 
It frankly deplores the prevailing care- 
lessness and indifference in matters of 
doctrine which are increasingly evident 
among Christians today, resulting in 
compromise and “unionism” where there 
should be no union. Here may be found, 
gathered together in one volume, an 
account of the doctrinal positions of ail 
the church bodies, sects, cults, and 
movements represented in the United 
States and Canada. These groups are 
permitted to speak for themselves by 
quotations from their official literature 
or standard theologians. 

In Part I are set forth the character- 
istics and teaching of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church; in Part II, the three 
great Catholic bodies, the Eastern, Ro- 
man, and the Old Catholic Church. In 
Part III, under the heading “Reformed 
Bodies,” are discussed both the Calvin- 
ist and Arminian position. In this im- 
portant section, covering more than one 
hundred and fifty pages, are to be found 
the various branches of the Baptist, 
Presbyterian, Methodist, Episcopalian, 
Reformed, Moravian, Mennonite, Breth- 
ren, and all the other evangelical groups. 
Following it, or as part of this section, 
is a. brief, and, in the main, favorable 
discussion of “Fundamentalism,” and a 
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When They 
Enter College 


Some members of your Sunday 
school class, or some close to you 
in the family circle, may be enter- 
ing or returning to college this 
fall. 


What background will they have 
through these days of preparation 
and testing,—to strengthen and 
uphold the standards and doctrines 
that have been so well taught in 
earlier days? 





Why not make it possible for 
these “entering-college” friends of 
yours to have the Times each 
week, during the school year, at a 
special college-term rate! 





Many of their perplexing ques- 
tions will be answered in Notes on 
Open Letters; many splendid ar- 
ticles, by men who know their 
problems, will be found among the 
editorials and special articles, and 
many interesting Bible-confirming 
facts of Archeology and Prophecy 
will also be presented. 
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lengthy article on Modernism, which 
analyzes and exposes its antichristian 
character. Then comes a long article 
on “Chiliasm,” professing to give the 
history of dispensational teaching, and 
strongly condemning the usually ac- 
cepted Premillennial viewpoint. The 
authors take sharp issue with the posi- 
tion held by some of the greatest Bible 
teachers of the age. There is also an 
article on the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America, and one 
on Buchmanism. 

Part IV deals with “Anti-Trinitarian 
Bodies,” Quakerism, Unitarianism, Uni- 
versalism, Russellism, and many other 
lesser known groups. Part V gives much 
information on the “Antichristian Ten- 
dencies,” such as Socialism, Agnosticism, 
Pantheism, Humanism, and Atheism. 
Part VI covers “Other Non-Christian 
Bodies” including Judaism, Mormonism, 
Spiritism, Christian Science, New 
Thought, Bahaism, and others. Part 
VII deals with Theosophical and Pseudo- 
Metaphysical Cults, the last of which 
mentioned is the antichristian cult of 
Psychiana. There are an Appendix, 
Bibliography, and a full and classified 
Index. 

The book is not a dry compendium of 
facts. The discussions are clear and in- 
teresting. The authors express them- 
selves freely and in no uncertain terms 
regarding what they believe to be 
wrong in the position of those whom 
they still recognize as their Christian 
brethren, but they deal most unspar- 
ingly with the dangerous, false, and 
antichristian cults of the day. As the 
book has been out since 1934, it does 
not record some of the recent happen- 
ings in denominational circles. 


Temperance Facts. Compiled by W. 
G. Calderwood. (Minnesota Temperance 
Movement, 204 Hodgson Building, Min- 
neapolis, Minn., 25 cents; 5 copies, $1.) 
Many of us believe that political, eco- 
nomic, social, and moral havoc has been 
wrought by the liquor traffic. But are 
we versed in actual facts to the extent 
of giving a Q. E. D. reply when the mis- 
taken friend, the man on the street, or 
the Sunday school youth throws down 
a challenge of false statements lifted 
from liquor propaganda? If the answer 
is negative, then there is a need for this 
book. which is not a series of moral es- 
says against the drink evil but over 
eighty pages of factual quotations and 
documented tables concerning this prob- 
lem. The first chapter discusses the 
noble experiment of Prohibition, its 
background and results. The second, on 
the Cause of Repeal, presents evidence 
that this legislation was put through 
by a millionaire ring for the purpose 
of loading part of their taxes onto the 
working classes. The increase of crime 


_ since repeal is tabulated while a chap- 


ter each is given to the legal phases of 
Prohibition and to a brief history of 


bs temperance groups. 
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The book’s small compass and its 
packed material with reference to 
sources make it ideal for use in 
churches, schools, libraries, and as a 
study text. 


The Christian Attitude Toward War. 
By Loraine Boettner. (Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids., 
Mich., $1.) “We want to be neither paci- 
fists nor militarists . . .” writes Mr. 
Boettner. “We desire peace, but we 
realize that there are some things worse 
than war” (p. 10). He writes with time- 
liness of the present crisis, and then 
gives a most helpful exposition of the 
Old and New Testament teachings con- 
cerning war. Stressing a factor that so 
many pacifists overlook, he points out 
that war is a result of sin, and that it 
has its roots in the unregenerate heart 
of man. Sympathetically he deals with 
the case of the Christian pacifist, and 
shows the weakness of such a position. 
Mr. Boettner is convincing, and his book 
may well be used to clarify the think- 
ing of Christians confused by present- 
day issues. The next to the last chap- 
ter, “Consequences of War Not All Bad,” 
is perhaps the weakest of the book. 
Some of the reasoning here scarcely 
adds weight to the fine argument of 
the rest of the book. 


Kept By the Power of God. By John 
Walter Phillips. (Broadman Press, Nash- 
ville, Tenn., $1.) Add to sheer eloquence 
a knack for storytelling, and to both 
a deep devotion to Christ, and you have 
a comprehensive impression of the book 
and its author. For, besides bringing 
together a number of outstanding ser- 
mons by one of the South’s most color- 
ful pastors, this little book is unusual in 
the challenge to heart-searching, which 
it presents to Christians and non-Chris- 
tians alike. As the title would suggest, 
its main theme is devotional. Thus, such 
chapters as, “Christian Character,” and, 
“Centennial Convention Sermon,” spur 
the Christian to probe deep into the 
grass roots of his own faith in the 
realities of God. On the other hand, 
“God and Sin,” and “Honest Doubters,” 
can hardly be surpassed as a kindly in- 
vitation to the non-Christian to “taste 
and see.” 


« Bible History of World Government. 
By William M. Smith. (Union Bible 
Seminary, Westfield, Indiana, $1.) All 
Scripture, including prophecy, is in- 
spired of God. It is therefore worthy 
of considerate study. But it is harmful 
to prophesy on the prophecy, that is, to 
predict and speculate beyond its rea- 
sonable interpretation. Such vagaries 
are avoided in this volume, despite an 
unfortunate subtitle which suggests an 
attempt to forecast the future. The en- 
tire work is summed up under eight 
heads: God, Creator and Maker; Luci- 
fer, First Provincial Governor; Adam, 
Second Provincial Governor; Christ, 
Third Provincial Governor; World Gov- 
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ernment in the Interim; Christ’s Proc- 
lamation of Peace; Christ Takes Over 
the Government; Christ Restores the 
Kingdom to God. The book is accom- 
panied by a dispensational chart. The 
author speaks out boldly against med- 
dling with politics. He says that if 
church leaders should succeed in grasp- 
ing the scepter of world power, they 
would find that they had but a bruised 
reed in their hands only to be relin- 
quished when the Lord returns. The 
preaching of self-righteous moral re- 
form is crowding the Gospel of God's 
righteousness out of the pulpit today. 
While the volume is generally true to 
the Word, the unusual teaching concern- 
ing Satan and the fallen angels, the idea 
that David will be raised up to reign 
under Christ, and the reference to the 
eradication of sin in this present age 
is to be regretted. 
+ 4 


“Sermons from Science” 


OMETHING different in the way or 

evangelism is promised those who 
attend the “Sermons from Science” con- 
ferences to be conducted by Moody 
Bible Institute this fall in important 
centers of the country. Irwin A. Moon, 
whose scientific displays thrilled thou- 
sands both years at the Golden Gate 
Exposition, San Francisco, will be the 
speaker at the evening sessions. 

Using two tons of scientific equipment, 
Mr. Moon takes his audience on an ex- 
ploration of the wonders of the universe, 
punctuating his remarks with pointed 
quotations from the Word. On a screen 
he projects tiny living creatures, en- 
larged 2,000,000 times, moving as pre- 
historic monsters. Using a powerful 
micropolariscope he shows the growth of 
tiny crystals. Solid steel becomes a rain 
of fire, metal floats in space, and a flash- 
light plays a bugle call. 

In a sermon that is literally “fiery” 
Mr. Moon permits 1,000,000 volts of elec- 
tricity to flash through his body, forcibly 
showing the need and possibility of the 
new birth. 

Speakers at the daytime sessions will 
include Dr. Will H. Houghton, president 
of Moody Bible Institute; Dr. Wilbur M. 
Smith, noted Bible instructor and 
author; Dr. Carl Armerding, well-known 
Bible teacher, and Dr. Max I. Reich, He- 
brew Christian expositor. 

These meetings are designed especially 
for young people, that their faith may 
be strengthened in the verities of the 
Word of God. Places and dates follow: 

Sept. 21-26.—Philadelphia, Pa. 

. 5-11.—Charlotte, N. C. 

. 12-17.—Atlanta, Ga. 

. 19-24.—Memphis, Tenn. 

. 2-7.—Dallas, Tex. 

. 9-14—Houston, Tex. 

. 16-21.—San Antonio, Tex. 
. 27, 28.—El Paso, Tex. 

. 30 to Dec. 5.—Tucson, Ariz. 
. 9-13.—Oakland, Calif. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer Leagve 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the Intérnational Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


September 29 to October 5 


Mon.—Genesis 1:26-28. God Our Creator. 

PraYeR Succestions: “Created . 
in his own image.” -Man created in the 
likeness of God is rendered highly .im- 
portant. As we think of his’ humble 
origin and sinful nature we are likely 
to forget his.real value. His worth ap- 
pears in the fact that God is man’s Re- 
deemer as well as his Creator. . The 
blood of Christ shed for man’s salvation 
makes him of great importance. God 
forbid that we should carelessly allow 
any man in God’s image to perish. Pray 
for Practical Bible Training School, near 
Binghampton, N, Y. 
Tues.—Exodus 34:4-7. 

God Merciful and Gracious. 

PRAYER+SuGGEsSTIONS: “The Lord God, 
merciful and gracious.” God’s heart is 
tender, He loves to redeem life from 
destruction, and to crown man. with lov- 





No experience needed to make extra 
money selling the famous “Sunshine 

Line” histmas folders. Christ-honori: 
sentiments are most appropriate. Preferr 
by a host of people. 

You will find it easy to take orders for our 
50 cent and $1.00 De Luxe box assortments 
with and without Scripture texts. Get our 

roposition. of 27 different box ents. 

eautiful new designs, name imprinted. Also 
other religious items that are favorite Christ- 
mas gifts..Plaques, Bibles, Egermeier’s Bible 
Story Books for ‘children. Be the “Sunshine 
Line” representative. Samples on approval. 

TRIUMPHANT ART PUBLISHERS Dept. B-27 


Write nearer office today 
Anderson, Indiana or 








» California 








 ‘Cénferetce: Leaders! Evangelists! 
Choir Directors! Song Leaders! 


Use Hymns That Live 


72 hymns—many of them 

eatly loved and used by D. L. 
Moody in his campaigns — the 
best when familiar hymns are 
desired. Ideal for conventions, 
young people’s meetings, 
Sunday schools, and open-air 
services. 

15c prepaid, 25 copies or more 
at rate of $10.00 per 100, nos 
prepaid. Send 10c and 3c stamp 

for sample copy. 
THE BIBLE INSTITUTE 

COLPORTAGE ASSOCIATION 

837 N. Wells Street Chicago, il. 














441 Thousands Say... 


Indeed, why drag along? Why not 
have an EXTRA-ordinary Sunday 
School? You can, as thousands of 
schools have proved, with— 


ALL-BIBLE 


Graded Series of Sunday School Lessons 
CLARENCE H. BENSON, Editor-in-Chief 


You have heard about this series... how it has transformed 
other schools in your vicinity. Why not try it in your own 
school? Let this be your ‘Decision Day’! Make up yoyr 
mind now to KNOW and TEST the soul-winning wo/ h 
of this remarkable Lesson Series—the fastest growing in 
America today. Graded by Departments from Beginners througn 
Teacher Training. Practical, economical. Teacher’s manuals, 25c; 
ce pupil’s manuals, 10c each. Mail coupon 
for free compendium of 780 lessons. 


IN FLANNELGRAPH FORM 


Beginner, Primary and Junior Department Lessons now available in 
flannelgraph form—new and vivid method of Child Evangelism sweep- 
ing the nation, Write today for full particulars of the novel feature and 
low cost of introd 
CATALOG of SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES, Handwork, Lesson 
Plans, Bible Art Materials, Child Evangelism Supplies— Everything to 
meet new Sunday School trends. Write for your copy today. 


SCRIPTURE PRESS, Depss™ caccsocnt 













Why drag along 
another year 
as an ORDINARY 
Sunday School | 







ucing it in your Sunday School. Also ask for NEW 


A Bigger and Better THE SCRIPTURE PRESS, INC. 


800 N. CLARK ST., CHICAGO, ILL. 


. S-9 
| Gentlemen: Please send me FREE Co - 
le Graded Series and Sample Lesson oT Fe lamane ofthe AB 


Bibl uals. | enclose 10c toward maili 
; Bondar Seno. =. pages, i eost. I am ( Supt. 0 Director of Christian Education O) Teacher ClPastor 








Church, 0 Check here for sample of Church 
Flannelgraph Helps. 


J Sebooi Promoter. Enclose 10c. () New Catalog with 





A magazine that -helps build a 
more illustrations, rity —- new 
Teacher Tra: . Clarence 
H. Benson, Editor-in-Chief;Christian V. 
oe for sam; pl - on bans oab years 
ie Co} - 
scriptions to one wAiess, Bde each per | Address__ 
year. year; 3 





years #20. Foreign, “edd fc each, §& City 











Send for large sample package of 
Gospel tracts that make Jesus known. 
Famous for a fruitful ministry. Use 
them in your soul-winning work. Pre- 
sents the Gospel message in many 
ways—interesting, appealing and con- 
vincing. Also Tract Racks, Post Cards, 
Cellophane Sheets, etc. Big assort- 
ment. Send only 25 cents. 


FAITH, PRAYER & TRACT LEAGUE 
Dept. T Muskegon Heights, Michigan 


Crnoven Claw to 
EARN FUNDS 


Our plan offers your Church members a digni- 

ls fied. easy way to earn a large sum between now 
and Christmas. © experience necessary. 
Takeordersforbeautiful Personal InitialChriste 

mas Cards among members and others, New, 
modern designs with sender's own initial in 
striking, embossed gold and silver effect 

i9 seal foreach card. Box of az Assorted Christ+ 
/ mas Cards and Personal Initials sells for $r. 








Special new a1-Card gr Religious Assort- 
ment. Your profits upto 100%. Extra Cash 
Bonus. Personal Christmas Cards with 
name imprinted—S50 for $1, Also Personal 
Stationery; «1 different Box Assortments. 
Write for full details and samples on approval. 


Artistic Card Co., 359 Way St., Elmira, N. Y. 








Thrilling Stories 
of Thrilling Hymns 


HOW the old hymns of historic Chris- 
tendom thrill us as we sing them. . . . 
What memories they carry in our own 
experiences. . ..How much farther back 
than our own memories many of these 
hymns go. . . 





FAMOUS HYMNS 


With Stories and Pictures 
By Elizabeth Hubbard Bonsall 


Here is a book which recounts the his- 
tories of 60 of these fine old hymns and 
tells the circumstances under which the 
words and music were written. 


A HANDSOME GIFT VOLUME 
Only SLLOO Postpaid 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 
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ing-kindness and tender mercy. Proofs 
of God’s patience and long-suffering are 
abundant. The life, death, ascension, 
and gifts of Christ are evidences of His 
mercy: yet we must remember that He 
will judge the world in- righteousness, 
and see to it that “whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap” (Gal. 
6:7). Pray for Toronto Bible College, 
16 Spadina Road, Toronto, Can. 


Wed.—Psalm 108:1-8. A Dispenser of Benefits. 


PRAYER SuccEsTions: “Forget not all 
his benefits.” Things needed to benefit 
our lives and service are the gifts of 
the liberal hands of Christ. His good- 
ness extends to people of all genera- 
tions. He is more willing to give than 
we are to meet the conditions of bless- 
ing. Pray for the Training School for 
Christian Workers, Huntington Park, 
Calif. 


Thurs.—Isaiah 40:27-31. A Source of Strength. 


PRAYER Succestions: “To. them that 
have no might he increaseth strength.” 
God shows us His power in the creation 
of Heaven and earth. The marvelous 
variety of His created works: oceans, 
continents, sun, moon, and stars fill the 
thoughtful with astonishment. Our Cre- 
ator is our hope of salvation, and the 
source of our strength. He is a present 
help in trouble. Pray for Whiteside Me- 
morial Bible School, 2711 Bedford Ave., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Fri.—Matthew 6:25-34. God’s Fatherly Care. 


PrayeR SuGGESTIONS: “Your heavenly 
Father.” If you have received the Lord 
Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord you 
are a child of God. “Ye are all the 
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus” 
(Gal. 3:26). His tender watch care is 
yours, for His eyes “are over the right- 
eous, and his ears are open unto their 
prayers” (1 Pet. 3:12). You are a mem- 
ber of Heaven’s household. Pray for 
Winnipeg Bible Training School, 203 
Canora St., Winnipeg, Can. 


Sat.—John 4:19-26. A Father to. Be Worshiped. 

PRAYER SvuccestTions: “The Father 
seeketh such to worship him.” All chil- 
dren of God should adore their Heavenly 
Father. This appreciation should in- 
crease day by day. Honor Him with a 
gladsome mind, and loving heart. The 
respect we give to Him is the measure 
of our love to Him. How much adoring 
love does your Heavenly Father receive 
from you? Pray for Philadelphia School 
of the Bible, 1721 Spring Garden St., 
Philadelphia. 


Sun.—Matthew 6:5-15. “Cur Father” in Prayer. 

Prayer SvuccesTions: “Our Father 
which art in heaven.” Pray in-the sweet 
name of Jesus; remember you are offer- 
ing your petitions to your Heavenly 
Father. It was Jesus who brought you 
to faith in God. It is God who gave you 


Jesus your Saviour. Never leave “our 


Father” out of your prayers. .Pray for 
St. Paul Bible Training School, 1635 
Sherburne Ave., St. Paul, Minn. 


(Lesson for Oct. 5) Sept. 20, 1941 . 
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Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For each Canadian subscription add 25. cents 


to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO CANADIAN READERS 


The official exchange rate between Canada 
and the United States having been fixed at 
11 per cent, THe Sunpay ScHoo, Trmes sug- 
gests to its valued Canadian subscribers 
that they forward money for subscriptions 
by Canadian Post Office Money Order in 
order to avoid the additional charge (in 
addition to the 11 per cent) frequently made 
on remittances by check sent to the Truss. 


At the beginning of this exchange situa- 
tion the Times notified its Canadian Club 
Secretaries to collect the usual club sub- 
scription ($2) and remit as they usually do, 
with the understanding that the 
would enter that group of subscriptions for 
the number of weeks the amount thus: re- 
ceived on their remittance would pay for. 


Shortening the subscription period by five 
weeks seems to be satisfactory to the Can- 
adian friends, as five weeks covers the 11 
per cent exchange. 


Whenever the: exchange rate goes above 
the 11 per cent official rate, as it frequentiy 
does, the Tres bears the additional ex- 
change cost. (It has been as high as 20 
per cent.) 


Sending remittance by Canadian Post Of- 
fice Money Orders. avoids the additional 
exchange cost, and is therefore the best plan 


to follow. 
Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published@—~ 


weekly at the following rates, in the? 
United States and Possessions. These. 


rates include postage. Cc 


$1.00—One or more copies to indi-~ jg 
vidual addresses, $1.00 each, per year.> & 
68 cents—Five or more copies, in ag 


package to only one address, 68 conte 
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each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
$25 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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